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New Haven  Oct. 31, 1872

Hon. Mr. Mori,
Dear Sir,

I respectfully submit to you the following memorandum of the conditions on
which the two Japanese young ladies are this day received into my family, and of
the care and responsibility which we as a family assume in their behalf.

1. We (Mrs. Bacon and myself) receive them not as mere boarders and lodgers,
but as if they were the children of some near friend, who would expect us to have a
parental care over them, and to treat them with all parental kindness,-or as if they
were our grand-children. Mrs. Bacon and my daughters will be watchful over the
health, morals, and manners of these young ladies, and will take care that their train-
ing is like that of daughters in the best New England families. We expect them to
acquire that knowledge of domestic duties and employments which qualifies an
American lady to become the mistress of a family. We expect that they will be taught
and will be willing to learn whatever our own daughters learn of work proper to a
lady who may have occasion not only to direct the servants in her house but often to
teach them how to perform their work. Till they shall have sufficiently acquired the
use of the English language, and it shall be thought best for them to attend some
school, or to receive lessons at home under masters, they will be learning from my
wife and daughters the art of reading and writing in English, and as much of Arith-
metic and Geography as will prepare them to enter a suitable school. When they
shall have learned to read English with sufficient facility, we will take care to in-
terest their minds in such books as will be useful to them.

2. My understanding is that for boarding, lodging, washing, and all this care
and instruction, the compensation is to be fifteen dollars a week for each of the two
young ladies, payable quarterly, namely for the first quarter at the end of six weeks
or on the 12th of December next, and thereafter on the 12th of March, June, and
September.

3. Medical advice and aid in case of illness, with other extraordinary expenses
thus arising, will be an additional charge and will be met in the quarterly payment
next succeeding.

4, Instruction on the piano will be given at present, if desired, by competent
teachers in my family ; and the charge for instruction, with the use of the instrument,
will be at the rate of forty dollars for a year to each of them. Whenever Mr. Mori,
or his successor in the guardianship of the young ladies, shall determine to employ a
professional music-teacher, the charge for the use of the piano will be to each of
them eight dollars for a year.

5. I reserve the power of annulling these arrangements at any time after giving
six weeks’ notice ; and I concede the same power to Mr. Mori or his successor,

I have the honor to be
Very respectfully, Yours,

P. S. I have omitted to mention that the books and stationery, purchased for the
young ladies, will be a separate charge in the account of their expenses; and that
Mrs. Bacon will procure for them, at their expense, all necessary articles of apparel
so that they shall continue to be dressed in a style suitable to young ladies in a
family like ours. If an allowance is made to each of $150.— a year for clothing and
incidental expenses, we will make the expenditure as much less than that amount as
we can with a due regard to propriety, and promise that it will not be more than
the allowance.

Leonard Bacon1
8
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“The Bacon Family Collection,” Box No. 9, Folder No. 162, Sterl-
ing Library, Yale University
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