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Summary
Misperceived Dating Behavior

Hiroaki Nakazato
Masayoshi Takino

The present study aimed to test the following hypotheses: (1)Males might misperceive females’
friendliness as a sign of romantic or sexual interest. (2)Some sex differences might appear in
understanding females’ various dating behaviors. Thirty-five male and 57 female subjects par-
ticipated in this investigation. First, they were asked to rate the woman target depicted in different
scenarios on 20 bipolar adjectives. The results indicate that there were the date initiation, intelli-
gence and sex differences in subjects’ ratings of the targets. The woman who asked for a date,
compared to the woman who did not, was rated as more sexually active, more extraverted, especially
in male subjects. The intelligent and assertive woman, compared with the unintelligent and unasser-
tive woman, was rated as more ambitious, more competent, more far-sighted, more feministic, and
less agreeable. Second, the same subjects were presented 13 short scenarios described dates in
which who initiated, who paid, and the dating behavior were varied. They rated these on romantic
love, kiss expectation, sex willingness, rape justifiability scales. Results showed that all scale-
ratings were highest when the woman initiated the date, when they went to the man’s apartment,
and when the man paid the dating expenses. Females’ romantic love and kiss expectation ratings
were consistently higher than males’, in contrast to the males’ higher ratings on sex willingness and
rape justifiability ratings. This may suggest that males are somewhat more likely to perceive the
world in a sexual fashion than females are, which some males regard as justifying rape. Further-
more, males seem to consider females’ friendliness as a hint of sexual intent. These findings were
similar to Muehlenhard’s(1988). Finally, the sex role attitudes had no significant effect on subjects’
ratings. Some implications of these results are discussed.
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