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Summary

“Docchi demo ii” (or “Either is OK with me”) and personal relationships
of women college students in Japan.

Yasuko MORINAGA

“Docchi demo ii” (or “Either is OK with me”) is commonly heard when two or more people in Japa-
nese society are trying to reach a decision together. In order to investigate the role played by “Doc-
chi demo ii” in the personal relationships of women college students, two open-ended questionnaires
were administered to a sample of this population. It was found that “Docchi demo ii” was mainly
used among friends in eating and leisure situations, such as agreeing on a place to eat, what to eat,
a place to meet, and things to do for fun. Although subjects in most cases showed positive attitudes
toward the decisions made by either their friends or themselves, some students described feeling an-
noyed when they were forced to take responsibility for making the decision. “Docchi demo ii” was
used even when they had definite preferences. The role “Docchi demo ii” plays in personal relation-
ships was discussed in the context of Japanese culture as characterized by collectivism (Triandis,
1995) and the interdependent self (Markus & Kitayama, 1991).
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