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Abstract

This paper will shed light on the activities of the Utagoe Movement in its early period.

The Utagoe (Singing Chorus) Movement began when Akiko Seki formed the Chuo Choir in 1948. “The
First Utagoe Festival of Japan” was held in 1953, following which the movement rapidly spread throughout
Japan. The group was formed as the musical wing of the Japan Communist Youth Union, which was a
Communist-affiliated organization of young people. As this suggests, it was considerably influenced by the
Communist Party. However, this does not mean that the Utagoe Movement carried out its activities under the
influence of the Communist Party. Instead, it was heavily influenced by trends in society and it conducted its
pacifist activities through music.

There was hardly any research concerning the Utagoe Movement in the past, but in recent years there has
been a sudden increase in research. The problem however remains that primary historical sources have been
hardly examined and there is little understanding of its development in its early period.

Therefore, this paper conducted an analysis of the Chuo Choir organ Utagoe to shed light on the reality of
the Utagoe Movement’s activities from the late 1940s until the early 1950s. The results of this include the
following findings: (1) The Utagoe Movement’s activities were focused on the area of choral singing. (2) The
Utagoe Movement had pacifist ideals and sang pacifist songs. (3) The Utagoe Movement's repertoire was

devoted to Russian music and Japanese folk songs in particular.

Key words: the Utagoe (Singing Chorus) Movement, social movement, Akiko Seki, Communist Party,
folk songs
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