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Summary

The essay analyzes the embodiment of past memories in human faces in
Ingmar Bergman's Autumn Sonata (1978), with a particular focus on close-up
shots in the scene of a ferocious argument between a mother and a daughter.

For the sake of critical comparison, the essay begins by introducing a
famous close—up shot of the heroine’s face in Bergman's earlier work Summer
with Monika (1953). While Monika emphasizes the present time through a shot
of the ftitle character’s intense gaze at the audience, Autumn Sonata
demonstrates the tenacity of the past experiences by showing the ways in
which the characters’ remembrances bring changes to their facial expressions.
Set in an enclosed space of a house, Autumn Sonata depicts how the mother
Charlotte, who has recently lost her husband, is forced to encounter the
unfavorable family history which the daughter Eva incessantly attempts to
evoke. Shortly after the mother’s arrival at the daughter’'s home, for example,
Eva tells Charlotte that her handicapped sister Helena is living in the same
house. This news is unsettling enough for Charlotte to break her habitual
artificial smile. Eva has believed that no boundary exists between life and death
since her son’s premature death, and she herself has been living as if she was
half alive, half dead.

The intense argument between the mother and the daughter mostly
consists of Eva’'s denunciation of the self-centered mother who traveled around
the world as a concert pianist without much concern for her family. At the
most intense moment in their argument, their faces are directed in the
direction of the camera, exposing their total absence of self through their facial
expressions. What are communicated to the audience in the scene are the
gravity of the past and the invisible existence of death. Through the close-up
shots of the two women's faces, Autumn Somata captures the mysterious

moments in which the past memories and others’ deaths seize human faces.
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