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Summary

This paper reexamines, through the lens of gender criticism, the daily
workings of schools in which egalitarianism in gender is expected. Results
show that the “hidden curriculum,” communicated through subtle, everyday
actions in the school environment such as in relationships between teachers
and students and in teachers’ attitudes themselves, can be observed in school
settings. The “hidden curriculum” functions within the “gender” framework.
For example, gender roles are frequently invoked in statements intended to
attract attention, in body language, in classroom management, and even in
gender differentiation in the register of names. The categories of man and
woman, which are repeatedly referenced in general, transcend simple
differentiation. It was apparent that such gender categories profoundly
influence one’s learning opportunities and opportunities related to future life
choices, both of which are divided and determined according to the difference
in gender. Furthermore, it has become apparent that this practice will produce
gendered body in everyday life.

Gender is still an integral part of the hidden curriculum of school culture.
Yet, gender functions not simply to differentiate but to discriminate. After
elucidating these complex oppressive structures, this study analyzed various
initiatives toward “gender-sensitive categories’ implemented in actual
classrooms. The results of this analysis raise the question of how public
education should be reconceptualized from the perspective of gender criticism.
The methodology of this gender criticism includes considering the subjects of
study in relation to society; cultivating sensitivity to the power relationships
within the implementation of education; and prompting a change from the
students themselves. The study concludes that countermeasures against such
issues should not be simply regarded as plans that are for future consideration,
but rather an unfinished project that continues to seek solutions and never

stops asking questions.
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