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Summary
The African-American Image in Antebellum North
Tadashige Shimizu

Antebellum northern clergymen such as William E. Channing and Alexander Kinnmont created
the idealized African-American image which praised the African race for being mild, kind, honest
and affectionate, and identified this race with the natural Christian. Mrs. Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s
Cabin is the final masterpiece which completed this unusual image. This novel has two slave he-
roes: one is Uncle Tom, the other is George and Eliza. Distinguished by his religious and moral
character, Tom becomes the so-called black Christ. Mrs. Stowe intended to criticize the inhumanity
and cruelty of Southern slavery by idealizing the victim’s nature. On the other hand, she let
George and Eliza set off for Liberia at the end of her novel, which was a kind of propaganda novel of
the American Colonization Society. Mrs. Stowe contended that the African-American’s brilliant na-
ture should be cultivated and exhibited in Africa, not in America, and insisted that in future Africa
would have a special type of Christian civilization. While idealizing the African nature, she did not
want this race to coexist with the white race and she sought to eliminate them from America. The
two contrasting elements of anti-slavery and anti-African-American in her novel, represented the po-

litical view of the antebellum northern majority.
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