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Summary

The Historical Sociological Reconsideration on the Anniversary of the Heian Transfer of the Capital
and the Industrial Exposition in Kyoto

KOMATSU Hideo

Kyoto (Heian-kyo) continued to flourish as the capital of Japan for more than a thousand years from 794
to 1868. But Kyoto (the old city) was faced with the politcal, economical, and cultural decline after the
capital was moved to Tokyo(Edo) at the beginning of the Meiji period. In the cause of the regeneration
and development of Kyoto, in the 28th year of Meiji (1895) the 1100th Anniversary of the Heian transfer of
the capital and the 4th Industrial Exposition were held in Kyoto as important national and regional projects.
In commemoration of the 1100th Anniversary, Heian Jingu was originated and Emperor Kammu (the
founder of Heiankyo) was enshrined. To commemorate the day of Heian transfer of the capital, Jidai-
Matsuri, the pageant or procession of people in various historical costumes from the Heian to the Meiji
periods was begun at the time of the foundation of Heian Jingu. Jidai-Matsuri (Historical Pageant) is now
one of the three biggest festivals of Kyoto.

In this paper I intend to reconsider the 1100th Anniversary and the 4th Industrial Expositoin from the
points of view which are called the historical sociology of nationalism, the regional sociology of local
governance, and the modern sociological theories of memory. These big two events in Kyoto were carried
out as national projects for Japan (the Meiji state) in order to enrich the nation and build up the defenses.
Of course, a great number of citizens in Kyoto and people of all parts of the country offered some
contributions or supports to make these events a greater success. The 1100th Anniversary and the 4th
Industrial Expositoin would be symbolic of modern nationalism of Japnan and modern localism of Kyoto in
the Meiji period.
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