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Abstract

This study considers recent trends in how Japanese school science research contributes to collaboration in
terms of everyday life, social communities, and the natural environment. 387 articles in two magazines Schoo/
Science Education Monthly and Journal of Research in Science Education published from 2000 through 2011 were
surveyed. As a result, recent trends in everyday life, social communities, and the natural environment are shown
as follows.

Everyday life: The terms of ‘healtly’, “food education’, ‘disaster prevention’, ‘security’, and ‘career education’ were
found as keywords leading to science education in school.

Social communities: Collaboration with social communities should develop a proactive attitude among teachers.
This will link to the quality of the educational practice. In fact, educational effects and teachers’
abilities in practical research were discussed in articles.

Natural environment: Practical educational activities were developed to connect knowledge in school science
and knowledge of surroundings. In particular, learning about the nature of science through
observation was emphasized. Furthermore, some articles introduced the development of new teaching
tools and programmes and others discussed practical education with pedagogical methodology and
evaluation.

In sum, several key words that lead to a connection with science and daily life, teachers’ abilities of how to

connect with school and local community, and natural environmental knowledge of science and surroundings

are importantly emphasized as research trends in school science education. Furthermore, it is suggested that
developing collaboration in school science 1) is the quality of practical education, 2) depends on teachers’
motivation, and 3) clarifies teachers’ abilities.

Key words: school science education, collaboration, School Science Education Monthly,
Journal of Research in Science Education, rescarch trends
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