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INOLDOHREZT, BB, ERTY Yy VICE o TRENL-BEMORATI N —TDH Y F &
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TEBRTIE [H77] BRIFLTH o720, BRI [FHR] BRSPFLTHLEALI LB TE,
BROT-ES 72505 VIV —TICEEF 7RO, FVEFAO AFBERICKEZ B, HOE2HTE )V —
FTICEZELS B DT, BEOEIZL . MEELCHEOHCHEREZTo TWAH 20 Tldhnht
Zzbhiz, F72. chum-group DREKAL, peer-group MBI (fRIX, 2000) IZFEHEES N B L9 1T,
M ERORENBELL T5 ETUL, AEFCEER»OFEHOBCOERI. LV BICERES
nCwaheEzb5hiz,
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Summary

Thinking about adolescent friendship, not only personal friendship between two people but also informal
groups of more than three members play an important role. In this thesis, the role of informal groups of
adolescents is discussed, referring to the theory of some researchers. First, the theory of preadolescence by
Sullivan (1953) and the theory of developing phases of friendship by Hosaka et al. (1986) are introduced.
Sullivan says that “gang-group” develops during preadolescence, in which the group members are engaged with
collaboration. Hosaka et al. suggests a theory of the developing phases of friendship from childhood to
adolescence; @ gang-group, @ chum-group, @ peer-group. On the other hand, the results of Sudo (2012)
suggests the difficulty of the relationship of informal groups, especially during junior high school and high
school. Furthermore, some researchers say that the tendency of recent adolescent friendship has been changing.
Those are shown in “a terror of ‘Being Isolated’ (Bocchi)” and “a Desire for ‘Belonging to a Regular Group’
(Itsumen)” by Iwamiya (2012), “gentle relationship” by Doi (2004), and “school caste” by Suzuki (2012). School
caste means the state of the class; pupils in the classroom are divided into some groups, and at the same time,
ranked according to popularity. According to Sudo (2013), many university students answered that they had
experienced school caste in their adolescence. Their thoughts about school caste varied, some were positive,
some were negative, and the others were both positive and negative.

Finally, it was discussed that the style of informal groups today has changed from that of Sullivan’s era. The
relationship of Sullivan’s informal group consisted of “collaboration”, but the relationship of informal groups of
recent adolescents consists of “sympathizing.” Recently adolescents want to belong to one informal group, stick
to the group, and care a lot about the relationship with their small group members. Why do they do so? It is
discussed that their core self is vulnerable, so they ask for the acceptonce of others (their group members). Also,
as Hosaka (2000) suggests, the periods of “chum-group” and “peer group” tend to be extended and adolescents’
self-making processes may also be extended and delayed longer than ever.

Keywords: informal groups of friends, adolescence, self making, school caste



U HIC

BEHD»SFECPIT TORABEREEZ LB, N —ORABRZITERL. KAZ
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KEQEDRERANT V=T D EBVED, o2 KELIMERLTELDIDOTHL I LN
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