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(1) PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF INDIVIDUALS
AND FAMILIES BY INCOME CLASSES IN- 1929

Percentage of

Percentege of

Income Class o Families of Two
Individuals or More Persons

Under $1,000 39.8 21.5
$1,000~-$2,000 41.0 38.0
é2,000—$3,000 10.9 18.9
$3,000—$4,000 3.2 8.9
$4,000—8$5,000 1.5 4.8
$5,000—$10,000 2.3 5.9
$10,000 and over 1.3 2.3

Total 100.0 100.0

“¢g61 ‘Auedwo) Noog [[If] -MeID O

* Maurice Leven, The Income Structure of the United States (1938).
p. 145, By permission of Brookings Institution.

(#%2) SHARE OF AGGREGATE FAMILY INCOME
RECEIVED BY EACH TENTH OF THE
NATION’S FAMILIES. 1935-1936

. Aggregate Income .
ofPIiggg:iﬁlioersl Income Range Amount Per Cent in gg:‘n lélea;zve
(in Millions) | Each Group
Heighest tenth|$2,800 and over $ 17,164 36.0 100.0
Ninth tenth/$2,050 —$2,800 7,009 14.7 64.0
Eighth tenth!$1,675—$2,050 5,102 10.7 49.3
Seventh tenth|$1,375—$1,675 4,577 9.6 38.6
Sixth tenth!$1,160—$1,375 3,624 7.6 29.0
Fifth tenthl$ 970 -$1,160 3,194 6.7 21.4 .
Founth tenthl$ 800—$ 970 2,527 5.3 14.7
Third teuth$ 610—$ 800 2,193 4.6 9.4
Second tenthl$ 410--$ 610 1,383 2.9 4.8
Lowest tenthUnder $ 410 906 1.9 1.9
Total $ 47,679 _ 100.0

* National Resources Committee, Consumer Incomes in the United
States (1938), p. 96 '
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(#£3) AVERAGE ANNUAL EARNINGS OF EMPLOYED
WORKERS IN SPECIFIED INDUSTRIES AND
OCCUPATIONS, 1910-1928

Clerical

Manu- Public Coal Goverment | and Salary,! Farm
Year Manufactur-

facturing | Utilities | Mining | Employees | ing and Labour

I Railroad -

1910 $ 558 $ 655 $ 556 $1,108 $1,156 $ 336
1920 1,350 1,662 1,435 1,648 2,160 810
1921 1,180 1,523 1,137 ) 1,593 2,134 522
1922 1,149 1,480 965 1,625 2,067 508
1923 1,254 1,495 1,339 1,658 2,126 572
1924 1,240 1,500 1,251 1,708 2,196 574
1925 1,280 1,520 1,173 1,776 2,239 587
1926 1,307 1,525 1,339 1,823 2,310 596
1927 1,299 1,542 1,197 1,850 —_ 591
1928 1,325 1,558 1,239 1,940 —_ 587

* Leo Wolman, “Labor Groups in the Social Structure,” Recent Social Trends
(1933), p.817 (adapted from P.H. Douglas and F.T. Jennison, The Movement
of Money and Real Earings in the United States 1924.1928). By permission
of the President’s Research Committee on Social Trends.

(4) AVERAGE ANNUAL EARNINGS AND PRESENT VALUE
OF AVERAGE LIFE EARNINGS IN SELECTED
OCCUPATION
Estimates based on years 1920-1936

. Present Value of Mean Annual
Occupation Average Life Earnings Earnings
Skilled trades . $ 28,600 : $ 1,430
Unskilled labor 15,200 795
Farming 12,500 580
Farm labor 10,400 485

* Harold F. Clark, Life Earnigs in Selected Occupations in the United States
(1937), p. 5. See pp. 4-12, and pp. 110-40 for fuller explanation of calculations.
By permission of Harper and Brothers.
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Charles Booth : Life and Labour of the People in London, Macmillan, London, 1891
Charles Booth : Life and Labour of the People in London, Vol. 1. pp. 147—149

B. Seebohm Rowntree; Poverty : A Study of Town Life 1901

Ibid., Chap. 4 _

Sir Edwin Chadwich: Report in Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Population of great Britain, 1842.
Bowley and Burnett-Hurst: Livelihood and Poverty, London, 1915 pp. 39. 40.

Ibid; pp. 42. 43. 45.

Ibid; p. 45

Ibid; p. 46

Ibid; pp. 46. 47.

B. Seebohm Rowntree; Poverty and Progress, A Second Social Survey of York, 1941,
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B. Seebohm Rowntree: Poverty ard the Welfare State, 1951 p. 30
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Sasabe, Taketoshi

A Study on Researches of Poverty in Foreign Countries in the 20th Century.

Résumé

I.  In 1776 the first scientific interpretation of human economic life was attempted by Adam Smith.
Succeeding to this studies, many researches on poverty have been made by various economists. The
followings are considered to be some of the most distinguished works bearing on the field of study
of poverty in the last two centuries: Robert Multhus’s Essay on Population, 1798 ; David Ricardo’s
Principles of Political Economy and Taxation, 1817 ; Karl Marx’s .Das Kapital, Bd. F, 1867; Ernst
Engel’s Die Lebenskosten belgischer Avbeiterfamilien fruher und jetzt, 1895.

II. Charles Booth concentrated his studies on the conditions of poverty, taking up the problem of
poverty in the East-End of London in 1886.. As the result of this study, he published his monu-
mental work, Life and Labour of the People of London, which undoubtedly marked a mew epoch
in the comprehensive study of modern comrr‘mnity life. The first volume of this work apreared in
1892, and the seventeenth and the last volume in 1897. The revised edition appeared in 1902. In
this study, Booth made an attempt to show ‘“the numerical relation which poverty, misery and
depravity bear to regulaf earning and comparative comfort”, and te describe “the general conditions
under which each class lives.” '

III. In 1900, Seebohm Rowntree made his first social survey of York by using a method which had
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never kece tried before. He devised a scientifically constructed poverty line by which he measured
the amount of poverty of that city caused by the lack of income, not by the wasteful use of money.
In this survey, he found that well over one-third of the working-class population were in poverty.
In 1935, he made his survey again by using the same method adjusted to 1935 prices.. He found
that the proportion of the working-class population living in povertty had been reduced to half this
time. In 1950, in collaboration with G.R. Lavers, he repeated the survey and reported how the
welfare legislation enacted in 1935 had helped the working-class people to reduce the burden of
their poverty. He also reported to us what effect each measure of the welfare legislation had
brought.

IV. In addition to these works, many other researches have been published since the dawn of this
present century. Most of them were done either from the economic or socidlogical stan,dpoint of
view, for example, Henry George’s Progress and Poverty, 1904; R. Hunter’s Powerty, 1904; E.T.
Devine’s Misery and its Gause, 1909. S. & B. Webb’s Prevention of Destitution, 1911; A. Weber’s
Les Misereux, 1913-1914; J. H. Hollander’s The Abolition of Poverty, 1914; London School of Econo-
mics’s The New Survey of London Life, 1922; P. Marshall’'s The English Poor, in the 18th Gentury,
1926 ; E. Wolf’s Die Sozialischen Grundlagen der Fursovge und Wohlfahrtspl ge, 1927 etc.

V. There are two methods when we prosecute research on the subject of poverty. One of them is
the method which was based on Marxism and adopted by Jurgen Kuczynski and by other Marxians
The other is the method which was founded on the theories of living cost with calorific needs as its
basis. This methed was established by R. G. D. Allen, A. L. Bowley and their followers. Almost
all the social scientists in' Japan, when they make their research on the subject of poverty, adopt the
former method; while the home economists usuaily adopt the latter.
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