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Summary

Murder Case Committed by Thai Woman:
Court Interpreting System

Hiromi Nagao

There is a worldwide trend of demographic move due to the economical gap
between developed countries and developing countries. In Japan, there are
many migrant workers who come and work illegally, since Japanese govern-
ment doés not issue working visas to simple laborers. Among them, there are
many women who come to Japan to work as hostesses and entertainers. Some
get involved in crimes and brought to the Japanese court where they do not
understand the language. In the process of investigation at the police and the
prosecutor’s office and also at the court, the foreign suspects and defendants
are provided interpreters. This paper will introduce a murder case committed
by Thai women with a very poor interpreter. The human rights of a foreign de-
fendant were being deprived of by the insufficient interpreting system in this

case.



