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Mizoguchi, Yasuo

The Colonial and Missionary Activities
by the Dutch in Formosa

"Résumé -

Shortly before the construction of the Foxt Zeelandia, in Formosa,
the Dutch started missionary work around there in 1624. It lasted
until 1662 when Koxinga sieged that foit. During those thirty-eight
years the evangelization of the nati\;e people had progressed to a
certain extent, that is, many thousands of the islanders were
converted to Christianity, within the area of Dutch political
influence. However the Christian faith did not seem to long
survive the decay of Dutch rule.

We can refer, at least, to a few interpretations as to the
reasons for the withering away of the Christian congregations in a
comparatively short period- The first is Prof. K. S. Latourette’s:
“Presumably the Christianity which was so dependent upon Dutch
prestige - disappeared with the regime ‘under whose aegis it had
been initiated.” (A Haist. of Expansion of Christianity, Vol. III,
p- 360); the second is an article in the “Chinese Repository”
“the interests of true religion were sacrificed upon the altar of
Mammon, and the knowledge of salvation withheld for money.”
(Jan. 1934); the third is Rev. J. L. Good’s: ‘“unfortunately, the
work was often superficially done. The number of missionaries
was too few, so that their work lacked depth and permanence.”
(Famous Missionaries of the Reformed Church, p. 48

‘The writer will discuss briefly these historical cir(‘:umstances
of the seventeenth century in Formosa. '
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