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Hisao Watanabe
Kimiko Yagi

Résumeée

Senior-wife Marriage in View of the Marriage Area
of the Village among the Hills; The Case of Otani

Marriage is usually done between a senior man and a younger woman.
But on the borderland or the isolated areas, there are many senior-wife
marriages, in which wife is older than husband.

Otani is also one isolated area in the Chugoku mountains. In that place,
especially at Sangenya, senior-wife marriage occupies 60%. Then, in 1973,
we made a research for explaining the factors of high senior-wife marriage
ratio in Otani area.

As the result of this research, it has become clear that Otani area was

a area of ‘intergroup marriage” before 1950,
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