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Summary

A Comparative Study of Ernest F. Fenollosa and
Shoichi Toyama in the Field of Sociology '

Hisa Akiyama

The first lecture on sociology in Japan was begun by Ernest F. Fenollosa
who was invited in 1878 by Tokyo University as a professor of politics
and philosophy. Fenollosa has been better known for his influence on
Japanese artistic development than for his leadership of a new generation
of political and intellectual in Japan. But we, who are studying sociology,
are interest in his works and activities during the years from 1878 to 1886
as a professor.

Fenollosa begun his lecturing by expounding Herbert Spencer’s syste-
matic theories of social development. During the first three years his
teaching centered on Spencer, but as his own artistic activities increased
he was attracted more strongly to German idealism, especially Hegelian
idealism. ‘

Although the impact of Spencerean and Hegelian theories on Japanese
students was largely due to the prestige of Western thought, Fenollosa’s
personal enthusiasm made his lectures more striking.

In 1893, fifteen years after Fenollosa’s first lecture on sociology, the
department of sociology was established at Tokyo University and lecturship
was given to Shoichi Toyama, Fenollosa’s distinguished colleague. Toyama
returned from the University of Michigan in 1876 throughly imbued with
Spencer’s system. It seems that Toyama supported Spencer’s theory and
his method because it was scientific and practical. While Fenollosa tried
to integrate Spencer’s theory and Hegel’s idealism, Toyama attached great
importance to Spencer’s empirical method.

Both Fenollosa and Toyama influenced Japanese thinkers not only in
their lectures at the University but also in cultural and social activities,
and each performed a role of leader in building a bridge between the

east and the west.
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