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Summary

The Structural Analysis of Ps. 56

Ken Ii

Many scholars in their textual criticism of Ps. 56 have suggeéted alteration of some parts of the text. I
demonstrate the Psalm from the synchronic-structural view-point, based on Masora-text. I propose to set

vv. 4-5 and vv. 10b-12 as refrains and to divide Ps. 56 into six strophes according to Morae Counting
Method.

Part 1 : vv. 2-3, vv. 4-5 (refrain), vv. 6-7 ;
Part I : vv. 8-10a, vv. 10b-12 (refrain), vv. 13-14.

The numbers of Morae in Part [ and Part II are approximate.

H. Gunkel thought that since the contents of vv. 2-3 and vv. 6-7 are similar as complaint, vv. 4-5 inter-
rupts the context. He struck v. 5 off from the text. But the structure of vv. 4-5 is analysed here as follows:
a. j7°, b.bth (Imperfect), c. bz’lohim hil (v. 5a @), b'. bth (Perfect), a’. j»°>. A transfer from Imperfe& to Perfect
in b/b’ indicates the transfer from anxiety to trust. The transfer occurs in the element ¢. which contains
b&*lohim hil and I call it “Mit-sein” motif. So the composition of Part I consists of @ complaint (vv. 2-3),
@ recognition of “Mit-sein” (vv. 4-5), ® complaint which is overcome (vv. 6-7).

Part II deepens the “Mit-sein” motif with arguing what arises “Mit-sein” in the human reality.
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~148 RSO D 1OEE, HIIESHWIZ3 + 3DBBICESTHI AN O Y L
TWBEY, bbb ZFOTXTEREDLDIHIRZDI RV, ATVETNTELTVbhEVnE
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W& LTS, belohim # BMFELEZ TV A EIZ—ZIMiT 5, BEWRHMICIZINE BWEE
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Munah Th b, & HIZF 7 — FR#iZH T 5 FH44% O belohim b HRFE T2 <, #HiEH
Wb, DB bicolaZBE & HADIT5 (HRXTW) TR#HL &%) &lEmew
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