KRR MTEEK

np K



Summary
The First Collision of the Japanese Steamers
Toshiaki Miki

On the night of April 23, 1867 (the third year of the Keio period), the Meiko, a steam warship of the
Kishu han (domain) bound for Nagasaki and the Iroha maru, a steamer hired by the Tosa han collided
west of Port Tadotsu, off Rokuto island in the Seto Inland Sea. The Iroha maru, though towed for
a while, sank off Uji island in the end.

What is noteworthy about the first steamer accident in Japan is that both san concerned wanted
to settle the matter in so modern a way as could have been little imagined under the Tokugawa
shogunate. Both han agreed to take their case to trial, according to the Western regulations and
customs, because the Japanese had no rules applicable to this case yet. Moreover, at the sessions,
both sides discussed the matter, by exchanging their nautical journals and respective trial reports.

Persisting in their thorough evidentialism, the Tosa han first took advantage over the Kishu han,
who, on the other hand, had failed in collecting evidence. The case was brought to a discussion
between the higher ranking officials on both sides. Then the Kishu han suddenly tried to have the
case judged by the Nagasaki bugyo under direct shogunate control. Though ignoring this request
and still insisting on the foreign regulations, the Tosa han only found themselves in disfavour.
Finally, the Tosa kan managed to make the general trend favourable to them, resorting to intimida-
tion and manipulation of public opinion. Thus, the Tosa kan won the case and successfully made
the Kishu #an pay for damage.
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