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Summary

Hutcheson on ‘the idea of beauty’
—A Study of Hutcheson’s Aesthetics—

Masahiro Hamashita

In moral philosophy Francis Hutcheson (1694-1746) was surely a follower of the third Earl of
Shaftesbury, but the problem is how much was he influenced by Shaftesbury in his ideas about
aesthetics. In this paper we think over the problem by examining his concept of beauty.

Shaftesbury speaks of the reality of the supreme beauty in a Neo—Platonic sense, while Hutcheson
thinks of the subjective nature of beauty and treats ‘the idea of beauty’ epistemologically according
to the terminology of Locke. But it is difficult to understand what he means by ‘the idea of beauty’.
For one thing, we can hardly distinguish between the ideas of beauty, a beautiful object, and
pleasure. And we cannot ascertain whether beauty is a primary quality or a secondary quality.
In fact, it will be impossible to fully explain Hutcheson’s thought by applying Locke’s terminology.

Hutcheson explains the variety of taste in terms of associations of ideas, but on the other hand he
sets up the theory of ‘internal sense of beauty’ as the universal organ for perceiving beauty.
‘Internal sense’ is planted naturally in everyman's mind and its function is to perceive ‘the
uniformity amidst variety’. Therefore, we can interpret Hutcheson's concept of beauty as the
uniformity amidst variety. In other words, the uniformity is the principle of beauty.

Hutcheson’s theory of ‘internal sense’ and ‘the uniformity’ reminds us of Shaftesbury’s theory of
‘moral sense’, which has the function to perceive order and harmony. Both ‘the uniformity’ of
Hutcheson and ‘order and harmony’ of Shaftesbury are the essential characters of the universe
created by God. Then, Hutcheson’s ‘internal sense’ is similar to Shaftesbury’s ‘moral sense’ in its
function. Hutcheson’s concept of sense is supposed to have been derived from Locke's epistemo-
logy and Shaftesbury’s world-view. So we can recognize Shaftesbury’s influence on Hutcheson’s
aesthetics in the theory of ‘internal sense.’
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