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Summary
Synchronical Study of 1 Kings chap. 21
Ken i

The redactors of the Book of Kings blamed Ahab, King of Israel, for the religious reason given in
1 Kings 16 : 30ff,, but they changed their view about him in 21 : 25f. The problem of their changing
has to do with a problem of the position of 1 Kings chap. 20-22, that is, the translators of LXX
exchanged the positions of chap. 20 and chap. 21 of the Masoretic text. Perhaps it was an appro-
priate way for their chronological sense. Then what was the intention of the Masoretic ar-
rangement? In this article, a purpose of the Masoretic arrangement is in consideration from a
synchronical viewpoint.

1 point out a chain of Ahab’s “listening” motifs in 1 Kings chap. 20-22. In the beginning of chap.
20, the narrator relates an attack on Ben-hadad and the crisis of Israel. Ahab, at first, gathered the
elders to get advice. He listened to them and refused Ben-hadad’s requests. But his decision
deepened the crisis of Israel (vv. 7ff). Then Ahab listened to a prophet of Jhwh, and the crisis was
over (vv. 13ff.). But eventually Ahab listened to Ben-hadad’s proposal, and made a covenant with
him (vv. 34f.). His decision was blamed by the prophet of Jhwh in the tradition in vv. 35ff., which
emphasized a motif of “listening to Jhwh”.

In chap. 21, Ahab listened to a speech of Naboth that included a will of Jhwh (nah®lat '°botaj / an
inheritance of fathers), and raged (vv. 1-4). But then he listened to Izebel and was encouraged. She
killed Naboth by an unjust judgement. Ahab listened about the occurrence and acted to get
Naboth’s nah’lat '*botaj. But on the way to the vineyard, he saw Elijah. Ahab listened to Jhwh'’s
speech, and repented (v. 27).

Ahab's “listening” motif continues in chap. 22. Ahab listened to (prophets of) Jawh before the war
(v.5). Finally, he gave notice of fulfillment of Jhwh’s words with his death (v. 30 and v. 34). This
was the reason for the description of his death as “peaceful”, and of the redactors’ changing opinion.
The synchronical consideration gives a motif of “listening to Jhwh,” the hidden theme emphasized
by redactors who arranged 1 Kings chap. 20-22 as the Masoretic text.
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