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Summary
A STUDY OF OTSUNOMIKO
Toru Kitajima

In this paper, I examined the background of Otsunomiko’s death based on his last poem.

First, focusing my attention on the expression “Kumogakuru”, I looked for the same in “Nihon
shoki” and “Manyo shi”. Then, I came to the conclusion that Otsunomiko depicted the way of
living of both Onamuchinokami and Tenmutennd.

Finally, I looked closely into the reason why Otsunomiko gave up the power of ruling the nation
following the deed of Onamuchinokami and he dared to accept-his destiny to be excuted as a
criminal, besides he put priority of peace of the nation before his own life like Tenmutenno.
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