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Summary

Sei lto and Joyce :
“City of Ghosts” and Ulysses as City Novels

Kazuhito Hayashi

Sei Ito, a poet, novelist, critic and translator was one of the first who introduced James Joyce to
Japan. Ito founded the “New Psychological Literature Movement” partly based on his understand-
ing of Joyce, translated Ulysses, and wrote short stories using the stream-of-consciousness tech-
niques in the early 1930s. His experimental stories, however, were unpopular, and Ito was recog-
nized as a story-teller only when he produced a naturalistic short story, “Bakuro no Hate (End of the
Horse Keeper)” in 1935. His reputation as a novelist was established with the publication of Machi
to Mura (City and Village) (1938), which was autobiographical as well as fantastic. Some critics
regarded the book as a sign of Ito’s regression from his pioneering experimentation, but the present
writer tries to prove the book’s “newness” by showing its close correspondence with Ulysses. The
current paper chiefly deals with “Y@ki no Machi (City of Ghosts),” the first part of City and Village
and the “Circe” episode of Ulysses, which Ito highly esteemed as one of the best-written parts of the
novel.

Seen as the “city novel,” Ulysses and “City of Ghosts” respectively recreates Dublin and Otaru on
the paper, and draws the city as an enclosing space as well asa place of encounters. Both Joyce and
Ito used actual locations and place-names (Ito even inserted a map of Otaru) in order to create a
realistic fictional space, and then, in addition to the historical and social condition of each city, they
incorporated personal memories of the characters, so that the cities they presented are not only a
spatial existence but also a temporal entity. By giving the fictional background a realistic atmos-
phere, however, both authors paradoxically created a stage for a fantastic, hallucinatory tale, in
which the dead walk and inanimate things talk. Just as Joyce visualized Stephen’s “agenbite of
inwit” through the appearance and metamorphosis of his dead mother in the “Circe” episode, Ito
externalized the inner world of the chief character with his successive encounter with the ghosts
from his past, making the narrative as a kind of a descent into Hell, full of bitter remorse and self-
accusation. The chief character, however, confronts the mass of the ghosts in the end, and confirms
his will to live, even though it means to give birth to countless ghosts against him, just as Molly
gives the final affirmation “yes,” in the end of Ulysses.
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