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Summary

Dying Patients from Nurses’ Viewpoint : Expectations and Difficulties Which Nurses Have
in Caring for Dying Patients in the Case of Shi-no-Kango—Jirei-Shu

Koichiro Kuroda

Shi-no—-Kango-Jirei-Shu is a collection of case reports by 52 nurses of their experiences of caring
for dying patients. These case reports are analyzed in order to grasp the nurses’ ideas of desirable
death (that is, the ideals of death arid the roles which the dying patients and the people around them
should play in order to realize them). The assumption the analysis rests on is that a person considers
a situation he is involved in as a problem or a difficulty when the situation deviates from his
expectations concerning the situation. On this assumption, the analysis takes the following steps:

1. firstly, difficulties the nurses have in situations they encounter in caring for their dying
patients are picked up.

2. secondly, assuming that these difficulties are considered as such by the nurses because the
situations deviate from the nurses’ ideas of desirable death, such ideas are sought out.
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