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Summary

Hard Times as a Novel about How To Read:
An Aspect of Dickens’s Romantic Imagination
Seen in Sissy’s Way of Reading

Kaoru Mizoguchi

Hard Times is a critique of the utilitarianistic ethos of mid-Victorian industrial society. To put it
another way, the novel is a critical analysis and examination of the scientific, rational, economic
“hard” way of reading peculiar to the era. The chief methods Dickens takes for the polemical novel
with such a purpose are

1) retribution plot on Mr. Gradgrind and other Coketowners whose scheme of life brings miseries
to the surrounding people,

2) satire on these characters’ readings, provided not only by the sharp tongued narrator of the
novel, but by the characters themselves through their own ridiculous speeches and arguments about
how to read,

3) the contrast between the readings that callous and calculating Coketowners prove and that
disinterested and humane Sleary’s circus people and Sissy Jupe show.

Among the last group of characters, Sissy Jupe will be focused in this paper : for it is only through
her reading that Louisa the heroine is led to salvation from despairing emotional crisis and
fragmentation caused by her father and other materialistic exploiters.

Through the analysis of Sissy’s reading, especially of its methodical nature and function, I will
attempt to define the significance of Sissy Jupe in relation to Dickens’s Romantic antithesis against
the underlying principle of the industrial society.
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alarm by this demand.” (49; bk. 1, ch. 2)) Z I T, B%4 Bitzer DBIFE WS T &I 3,
‘Bitzer,’ said Thomas Gradgrind. ‘Your definition of a horse.
‘Quadruped. Graminivorous. Forty téeth, namely twenty-four
grinders, four eye-teeth, and twelve incisive. Sheds coat in the
spring; in marshy countries, sheds hoofs, too. Hoofs hard, but re-
quiring to be shod with iron. Age known by marks in mouth.’ Thus
(and much more) Bitzer.
‘Now girl number twenty, said Mr Gradgrind. ‘You know what
a horse is.” (50; bk. 1, ch. 2)
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‘Yes, Miss Louisa—they (statistics) always remind me o stut-
terings, and that's another of my mistakes—of accidents upon the
sea. And I find (Mr M’Choakumchild said) that in a given time a
hundred thousand persons went to sea on long voyages, and only
five hundred of them were drowned or burnt to death. What is the
percentage? And I said, Miss, here Sissy fairly sobbed as con-
fessing with extreme contrition to her greatest error; ‘I said it was
nothing.’
‘Nothing, Sissy?
‘Nothing, Miss—to the relations and friends of the people who
were killed. I shall never learn, said Sissy. (97—8; bk. 1, ch. 9)
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When Mr Gradgrind had presented Mrs Bounderby, Sissy_ had

suddenly turned her head, and looked, in wonder, in pity, in sorrow,
in doubt, in a multitude of emotions, towards Louisa. Louisa had
known it, and seen it, without looking at her. From that moment she
was impassive, proud, and cold — held Sissy at a distance—changed
to her altogether. (138; bk. 1, ch. 15)
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‘Now, you have always been a steady Hand hitherto; but my opinion

is, and so I tell you plainly, that you are turning into the wrong road.

You have been listening to some mischievous stranger or other—

they're always about —and the best thing you can do is, to come out

of that. Now you know;’ here his countenance expressed marvellous

acuteness; ‘I can see as far into a grindstone as another man; farther

than a good many, perhaps, because I had my nose well kept to it

when I was young. I see traces of the turtle soup, and venison, and

gold spoon in this. Yes, I do!’ cried Mr Bounderby, shaking his head

with obstinate cunning. ‘By the Lord Harry, I do’ (114; bk. 1, ch. 11)
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WbERTHIHAEET D, ZADHA W, FIAIE Sissy ZBEEDICLAKBEDHS-T
HTEBHBER T, KBOMBEMNREL, RIFT 2 Sissy ¢, BRORMITELS LT3
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‘Now, good people all,’ said he, ‘this is wanton waste of time. Let

the girl understand the fact. Let her take it from me, if you like, who

have been run away from, myself. Here, what’s your name! Your

father has absconded —deserted you—and you mustn’t expect to see

him again as long as you live.

‘He is a runaway rogue and a vagabond, that’s what he is, in

English.’ (79, 75; bk. 1, ch. 6)
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Dfedic LicZ &) ELT, HLETREREDBVDOTH S, TNREICHEBNNTHS L
WAHRLEE, WAKEZESORE, RESERICVARVWHDEENESAVV I BHEAEL
ITEBTEESDTH B,

‘O my dear father, my good kind father, where are you gone?

You are gone to try to do me some good, I know! You are gone away

for my sake, I am sure. And how miserable and helpless you will be

without me, poor, poor father, until you come back! (78—9; bk. 1,

ch. 6)
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‘Is there nothing,’ he thought, glancing at her as she sat at the
head of the table, where her youthful figure, small and slight, but
very graceful, looked as pretty as it looked mispalced; ‘is there
nothing that will move that face?’
Yes! By Jupiter, there was something, and here it was, in an
unexpected shape! Tom appeared. She changed as the door opened,
and broke into a beaming smile.
A beautiful smile. Mr James Harthouse might not have thought
so much of it, but that he had wondered so long at her impassive
face. She put out her hand —a pretty little soft hand; and her fingers
closed upon her brother’s, as if she would have carried them to her
lips.
‘Ay, ay? thought the visiter. ‘This whelp is the only creature
“she cares for. So, so’" (163—4; bk. 2, ch. 2)
ESIEMIT ) LAAEREVEERE» D T, FlAE Tom ic@E2RE, §&LT, 2D
®OOM» 5 Louisa IcB 3 2158 e5 | & L THERROBEEZ 2T 5L 0, HEsZAHE
TVWAIEBENTIIN SV (165-9; bk. 2, ch. 3), Harthouse & 5 AL, BEAE T
BEMm “purposeless” (207; bk. 2, ch. 8)) MDA —HEAES 155 E, TOHER,
C0UAEEEEIOLEZVWDOTH B,
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LR FBBRL - TV B L bEIRTEDTH B, HDAY, ME—ANLERT S
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HETHBH, BITBICLAEEEL SOVICHREBVAOTRIE VA LE, BB Z < Tom
DB Atz Louisa ® T DELEZ, Louisa DiBVDH LN TWHELIRILER RT3 T
b5,
‘As you lie here alone, my dear, in the melancholy night, when

even |, if I am living then, shall have left you. As I am here beside

you, barefoot, unclothed, indistinguishable in darkness, so must I lie

through all the night of my decay, until I am dust. In the name of

that time, Tom, tell me the truth now! (216; bk. 2, ch. 8)
T D& HicHTL T Harthouse DFEH I3 Sissy I HA OIS PES BV THES L
CRECLAB->TVRDOTRBOMNEIZBEVWSLBEDTHSA, LHL Harthouse D
subtle L FES B TRAME, BE &5 A THP LA Sissy #d & RIRERICH 5 D7,
TR OFTADEBANCE, RENTH S &S T &ick b, Harthouse (4 Louisa %
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% %o i Z1E Harthouse R OBICH T BIEELL LEBO > 5, TH~OKLAHM, Bz
NAEFIA LT, Louisa icEE$ 3 FEREELZZTH, ThADbDO TR, —HHEED
BIsE I A 2 BREHOT I, BROELVAKE L b BIAR, — RO AERT LS
BREDIE, HORBIBKEOREERZ S, Wrlkbsensual B D LB >TWV3B) KD
sensual WREICFIHTELZ DL L THESNTVEDTH 5,

T @& H iz LT Harthouse 1 Tom i3 @A %E - T, IREREEIC Louisa ITHE L,
DWITIE, Louisa DE#E, THAHICERMEAERBENLEHRIETW L EL B, 20
HizWAE, BFEEH I ABICEE L T afEEl D & - 72 Louisa 43 Harthouse DU DiE
BELTHEABZONTWLBEE WA B, Louisa I Harthouse & DZEE DS, Gradgrind
KHEEtOBMLE LTETONTE B DRE, %7 Bounderby OREDER E L THICH
ZONEENOBRELELDDBVSDTHE I LIEKIVTVRVDIFTREBVWESE, L
L, RYOIBEOEKEEDI W Louisa icid, HKEDERNADEBRIEIC, ZLEERLTS,
ThEEBRTELV-BEDLEREETEILETER VD TH %, Louisa B,
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bREHE~NOHRBART DL b 7, VWD DI, Sissy 8% 5 L 7z Louisa %,
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DT D5 HIRIBEER S Sissy oA L 1F>71F % Louisa DRLERHI L - & T 5 15,
Z OKE®D Louisa A%, Sissy ~NDOEREIZEB A Tom ~DELADKH LD, T-hhRE-T
LEV, & DREOHKE EE BROLL-HBRIFIPO T, BHoEHEARARLE
STWVWABZEARLLRT, XHTT “the involuntary look” && 3D, stic5|FAL 7 Sissy
D, FTRTEMPMIAHEZBRADKRY, HEMNZHEEZIEL, Lousa 3Zh2EVHLT,
FrIcELAE2LELETVBEDTH B,
She (Louisa) did not raise her head. A dull anger that she
should be seen in her distress, and that the involuntary look she had
so resented should come to this fulfilment, smouldered within her
like an unwholesome fire. (246-7; bk. 3, ch. 1)
LA L Sissy i3T5 L7z Louisa 2{EBT 5 L bEETZI L LBV, ZOgodD,
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It was well that soft touch came upon her neck, and that she
understood herself to be supposed to have fallen asleep. The sym-
pathetic hand did not claim her resentment....
It lay there, warming into life a crowd of gentler thoughts; and
she rested. As she softened with the quiet, and the consciousness of
being so watched, some tears made their way into her eyes. (247; bk.
3,ch. 1) .
Sissy DT ® TF, i, Louisa DILOFHOEWVEEE £ /7272 FIITHHED, BFEE B0 H
WV EWIFRD BV OBRRAER CEEB o, TN, BHRBHICE > THLEL
ZFANE D - LB ORTERLONE ZAREMEE L TO Louisa & KRBT B D -
K oThB, BHEMBITLILD, BELDIDET, Th—U0EITMED S SIFRE
7z Sissy DFEAICL - T, Louisa 3 SIcFDEVWAREL, FFIcHSARKREAT A&
L85, ROFIAIE, LLEDRID melodramatic KEATTH 5,
‘First, Sissy, do you know what I am? I am so proud and so
hardened, so confused and troubled, so resentful and unjust to every
one and to myself, that everything is stormy, dark, and wicked to
me. Does not that repel you?
‘No!
‘l am so unhappy, and all that should have made me otherwise
is so laid waste, that if I had been bereft of sense to this hour, and
instead of being as learned as you think me had to begin to acquire

the simplest truths, I could not want a guide to peace, contentment,
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honour, all the good of which I am quite devoid, more abjectly than
I do. Does not that repel you?
‘No!
In the innocence of her brave affection, and the brimming up of
her old devoted spirit, the once deserted girl shone like a beautiful
light upon the darkness of the other.
Louisa raised the hand that it might clasp her neck, and join its
fellow there. She fell uopon her knees, and clinging to this stroller’s
child looked up at her almost with veneration. (248; bk. 3, ch. 1)
BAED S L /- D Dickens DEZIZEH T melodramatic i3 k57, LML TiEXD
ShEaEOREHICHEZBONT, RENTL 5 Sissy DA L ZDORRERS LB
iE, Sissy DA L id, HEXESOBNOLDDEBE LA LAL LTO2EMED AL,
AR % B4 % destructive 15554 Td % Harthouse % Gradgrind DEAICK LT, —
VEEZRTH LR L > THFORMOTORECLAEEAL, $BEMHLBND 2 LE
B9 5, HEMHIC creative BFEA L VR 2 T EMBEATH A S,

v

SHIc K UBEND B h 5%, £913 Sissy, £ LTEZORULER, BHECEEDLA,
H#E L D &»15< 155 7 Coketown T B2 R &A%, MALGEMVRTNHYEbELEDL
50T TH BN, ABIZIIBERE->T, Gradgrind % Harthouse & O ABL THREBZDH
EHIHEEERT S LERADNOE, 5—D54A52 L, Sissy DA, WhW3
visibility IEXBLENEWVWE WD T ETH A S, B, Sissy # Louisa ZFRUBRIC, W%
HET BB IVEEI, 2{EGShBD >l 2 BOVWHL TA2W, Louisa HERLI
Sissy LHELIVE VST b EE > K ERML T b - cicb b 59, Sissy 3%
S LIBERRRTTOBI 2 d > THLA LA, AlfeEL L T Louisa DRV 254 H -
1.DTHbB, Tl Sissy DA Lid, BICRAZ(DRIKEHMENBVEVSIEDD TRV,
Fic AL ST, Sissy DFEARBRA L SDEZIME LT, ENEREICL - TH 5 DR
IFEC DT DR LIBVWTERATH - 1, ZNIGIEBRINGES, &Bfree @, - T, VL
i, TR ERSNBVREAEBVWIEDTH S, 115, TJREM 2 RARS Sissy DHA
(% Gradgrind 5OBVORIFLTVRE TITEB/ T &L L3,

ZITHRAMBEZ VDL, Tomicxtd % Sissy DFHATH %, BbI2HITEOEL %
Louisa it Z#hh ¥ TE#H % L75\ Tom, % LT Louisa ®RRRLI LS5 &, EhnsEoifiT
M SRR % Tom, %5 &ZAHSOFEEHAMS Stephen 12759 D i 3 “whelp” Tom iZ
%t LT, Sissy il bEFE 9", Gradgrind SIRDEEWVEZ/RAANT, circus fFEOFEED T,
EANORCEFEEL, BISEED0THS, D plot iKfAL TR, £ OHFERD, Zo/h
MOHLLE LTS, EWI DI, Louisa % Sissy MBI 2D, Thish OFESD A
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WAICEMELELTH, BRHOEOB V2 SBWITERDOILTEE Tom Wi 5013 L5
7 EEFLLL B2 ENBEOFICENRT, BT LV DREENHRFEZLVIL
AILT BITATREBVS? L LAIE circus DHIE, Sleary HENE - TWa &5z, KEIiC
BTont: Sissy &, 5% & - T iz Gradgrind ~NDEER L & LTI DITAEIEAIZE L
TH (2989, bk. 3, ch. T), TN TR % VIC b FREDEE L A7 unrealistic 7HERITH - T,
 D/NRDOFELNENEEROIREIC E TOXMATE B L 57, BRFEEZBYZBVEL D
DTHB%

LPALZDEHRRIROLICERZ S ENTEE2DOTRIE VD, L ICYEELEL T,
Tom MHEHPEFEA L EBRVILEFBEELL TS, D &bk "REBEDIEHE,
%5 5 Harthouse (162; bk. 2, ch. 2) ®, HHE« WELYROI L LT 2HRTE-SED
Bounderby & W EDBEE EHRTANE, DEEVAREREZLRYL, &, Tom FE
ANEWVS XD iFL LA, OIER, HERSERICRE, ERIC/RIT 5, BHICKRRATETGS
A2 DTH B, &L, Sissy 3% 5 LATFSOMAIR, 53w AT B 5 dynamic
BLOEIREME RIcD TR VD, BB, FFEILRL, FKEDEEP, BE Tom BF0ELEY)
572ELTh, BBHESIE TomARBTTORWIEE, 2ZVIRIIFEOETE, 2L THSE

X DFE %, Tom OEEZIFANTVE I L%, L\Ob)ﬁ‘ité]‘%: boTEWHL, BHOLD
AL LA ST EETH B,

HEMIZtext 2L T, TomICZDXIMEMNERID > 2R LERABRO P EpTE
BODER, BRTERSEY, BETHZ, L LEKEIORINS, AfEEEGRC I EE2HER
12 L7 Louisa DERFAD vision ORI Tom OMBESERINTVWEERZ, Hics L AE
TRENTVRELLSEVST, BRIEBESNBEZRETREOVAES Tom 25 L /- Sissy
DA DERERILETLDDEEZ SN 5,

A lonely brother, many thousands of miles away, writing, on
paper blotted with tears, that her words had too soon come true, and
that all the treasures in the world would be cheaply bartered for a
sight of her dear face? At length this brother coming nearer home,
with hope of seeing her, and being delayed by illness; and then a
letter in a strange hand, saying ‘he died in hospital, of fever, such a
day, and died in penitence and love of you: his last word being your
name?’ Did Louisa see these things? Such things were to be. (313; bk.
3, ch. 9)

CDXHICRTL &, Sissy BERATEELXL TE T Tom £ S &\ 5 situation MEEE
ENTVBDIE, 5 L1 Sissy DEpAICEIL T Dickens 28, LLAA v —YE2HEBELTL
EMOTHBEEEZIL BT B, EBRFDIEEDEHDOETEZ VI L, Sissy it
HTEE L LOTR AP EVIERTH B, KIFFLLIBTRRERVWINE S
Sissy 2 Louisa D§gkkiz 2 1FiAA S Harthouse ioxt L TRETEI» S5 XA E2ERL TV
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5DTH 5, (249-57, bk. 3, ch. 2) 91, —RERD W& > 78 Sissy DFeAIc—FEDHE
HOBEENS B LMD, W TEEE, &0 T i3 Sissy DFAIIEBELVWFETIE
RBWEAI—ZhREG LA T EMERE DAL I D, ThIIHSHFHRDOIDILE
NENPL-BEEFALE LAT—EBUFEIA 5 civil law 12 RIE-T, CLA—A—
ANOREMEGHBEILSINDI T LETERL LY, —HZhdlEbi b I &% spiritual
morality & LT T, THh %, Sissy #3 Harthouse iICBEE G ULDR, TOREK 3IKT
DIFEEL LTTRED > 1h,

Dickens 73 Sissy I8V TEM L TV 2BBENINFEA %, &OBMOFANE X BERAIN
FAHLBEC—HERTERLS LI TERVDOWEIHRTH 5 (FlZ L Dickens DIFE, BiE
DERVEFICEAINS), L L, BB 5, BE « EEEEEZLUTO L S cHy
7z Shelley &, Dickens i%, 9<% && T S L7 Sissy DFAZFULMCR B3R, AR
DEFEHEE LTh > TV AKERETHS &F) 2RO LHL, ERTZ03EBNTHE L
EZHAICBNT, TLTEONIE > THELHHICH 1T NBEERHAIHTL &5 LT
BZEIEBVT, MERES LEBOBIIL->TVELEVAEDTH 5,

A man, to be greatly good, must imagine intensely and compre-
hensively; he must put himself in the place of another and of many
other; the pains and pleasures of his species must become his own.

The great instrument of moral good is imagination,..”
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