ECCE RES: <D > fH&icB8ir 3 < D> D
—F o F o/ — b (4)—



Summary
ECCE RES : A Variety of Facets of Things in the ‘'Thing-full’ Society
Masahiro Hamashita

In this <thing-full) society, the following topics would be raised : how the flood of things has been
brought about; how is the correlationship between things and experiences; to what degree dis-
courses about a thing have effects on its image or representation ; what is the difference between
thing and thingness, etc. ‘

These topics are important because of the (thing-full) society, i.e. highly developed mass-
consumption society. A superfluity of things has changed the style of recognising a thing, and has
modified the ontological status of a thing; then, in turn, things have set up a claim to independency
from the control by human recognition. Ordinarily, we see a thing as a tool, as goods, or as a brand
commodity, etc., and, if possible, we could try to classify the things. But an overwhelmingly
excessive amount of things makes it impossible, so, as if lost in a flood, we must make way for
reconstructing a new attitude to things.

Perhaps one way, by which we can get rid of our obsession with things, may be to see a thing as
an {object) detached from its meaning already given, thus alienating the thing from our interests.
But this way, once suggested by Marcel Duchamp, is out of date and ineffective today, so we must
advance further to find a better attitude to things.
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