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Summary
The Sociology of Talcott Parsons and Religion
Hideo Komatsu

The Sociology of Parsons, which was the most important grand theory in the nineteen-forties, has
been said to meet its end. Does his sociology hold true even in our day? Giving careful consid-
eration to that point, this paper attempts to make clear the significance of the sociology of religion
in Parsons.

Religlon was the most important element from the strategical point of view for Parsons and has
been called the ultimate values, or non-empirical beliefs. He had committed himself to the Prot-
estant Ethic and built not only the voluntaristic theory of action in the nineteen-thirties, but also the
structural-functionalism (the scheme of AGIL) in the nineteen-forties. Denominational pluralism
which Parsons had presented in the nineteen-sixties applied the secularized Protestant Ethic to the
Post-industrial society. This pluralism might be expected to solve the various contradictions in the
rationalized capitalist society and to become the flexible consensus model of society. We have to
revaluate the sociology of Parsons while studying his value-commitment to denominational plu-
ralism. And then we may be able to integrate Parsons with contemporary authors such as Niklas
Luhman and Jurgen Habermas.
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