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Summary
Social Change and Urban Sociology
Hideo Komatsu

Rationalization, commercialization and privatization have expanded into civil society in parallel
with the development of capitalism in advanced societies. Because of those expansions the city also
has undergone a change and social groups (say, the community, the neighborhood, family) have been
in a critical situation.

In Japan the traditional neighborhood associations, called “chonaikai,” “burakukai,” “jichikai” are
going in the direction of disorganization. The theory of symbolic interactionism suggests that the
new grouping such as “social world,” “scenes” is forming a small community instead of the
traditional social groups in the city. Jiirgen Habermas has called this social change “the structural
transformation of the public sphere.”

In this paper, by reexamining the trends in Urban Sociology, we make it clear that rationalization,
the expansion of market mechanism, and privatization have produced an effect on urban life. Those
changes have caused urban crisis and therefore we have to reconsider the urban restructuring
process of the modern city.
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