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Summary
Community of the Shire and the County Gentry in Later Medieval England
Keizo Asaji

Recent studies on the gentry in fourteenth- and fifteenth-century England have given a new
idea about the relation between the community of the shire and the county gentry. Among
those the studies by Dr. Maddicott and by Dr. Given-Wilson will be briefly sketched out with
some comments in the following pages.

According to Dr. Maddicott’s research the community of the shire became increasingly a stage
where various political and administrative problems were presented either from the crown or
from the inhabitants of the shire. On the other hand Dr. Given-Wilson explained how
successfully king Richard I used patronage to grasp the leading gentry in each shire in his
affinity before he changed the policy in 1397. )

If the research on county community is made in relation to the royal policy rather than in the
context of local history, we will be able to get a better understanding of the social structure as
well as the political history of later medieval England.
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