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Summary
Changes in the Site of Death in Japan after World War 1
Koichiro Kuroda

The site of death in Japan has changed drastically from home to medical institution after
World War . In 1947, 90.8% of all deaths in Japan took place in other places than medical
institutions (mainly at home). whereas in 1988, this ratio diminished to 28.1%. The factors
which are hypothesized to have promoted this shift are the trend towards the nuclear family and
the decrease in the space of houses.

In this paper, firstly, I will aim at detailed descpription of the above shift in the site of death,
broken down by the cause of death, the area (urban/rural), the sex, the age.

Secondy, the above hypothesis concering this change will be tested. [ will examine to what
extent the patterns of shift which can been predicted logically on the basis of this hypothesis
have been taken by the real shift revealed in the first part of this article.
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SR # 1955* 1965 1975 1985 1988
% B 37.6% 67.2% 76.2% 87.4% 87.8%
i 32.8% 67.5% 73.1% 85.4% 89.2%
B B 23.7% 49.9% 76.6% 91.0% 92.8%
L 19.2% 44.0% 73.4% 89.7% 91.8%
fiige « RE % B 14.3% 25.8% 44.0% 74.0% 80.9%
L 12.4% 23.0% 37.4% 65.7% 75.0%
DR B 9.6% 18.8% 41.4% 56.7% 62.5%
L 8.29% 16.6% 32.6% 56.7% 62.6%
M EER B 4.6% 14.4% 37.1% 62.3% 66.9%
i 2.9% 9.4% 30.9% 58.6% 62.6%
BE% B 11.1% 20.8% 26.4% 38.1% 41.2%
o 8.3% 11.4% 17.7% 27.7% 31.9%
BERomBonwEE B 0.6% 1.4% 5.9% 16.0% 19.4%
o 0.5% 1.2% 4.8% 14.8% 17.1%
FEOHEKBLOEEFEM B 31.1% 48.1% 49.7% 56.8% 61.2%
ir 58.6% 43.2% 50.0% 58.6% 62.9%
MRk RS D EI4(2)
2274
5t #£ 1955* 1965 1975 1985 1988
¥ B 38.5% 68.3% 77.3% 88.5% 89.4%
1 34.0% 68.5% 73.7% 85.8% 89.8%
BV A B 24.1% 50.6% 77.2% 91.3% 93.1%
L 19.8% 45.0% 74.2% 90.2% 92.1%
i » KEKHR 5 14.8% 26.4% 45.1% 75.2% 81.8%
L 12.9% 23.7% 38.7% 67.3% 76.4%
LR B 10.29% 19.9% 41.7% 59.6% 65.4%
L 8.6% 17.4% 33.9% 58.6% 64.2%
I E R B 4.8% 15.0% 38.1% 63.7% 68.3%
i 3.0% 9.8% 31.9% 59.8% 63.7%
BB% 5 11.5% 21.3% 27.2% 38.8% 42.0%
i 8.6% 11.8% 18.3% 28.6% 32.7%
BEROLBRoVWERE B 0.6% 1.5% 6.0% 16.5% 19.9%
i 0.5% 1.3% 5.0% 15.3% 17.6%
FEOBEYB LUEEER B 65.9% 83.5% 82.8% 85.9% 87.1%
4 42.0% 63.0% 68.0% 74.7% 77.3%
* % - [EX, Bh, WROTMOLLERE, 19566
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x4 HEIIOETIHEAOEL

HESEPIFETZ O HE5(1)

HEREMFETLZ D E£3(2)

xR &E ER HEBHS 2E THER BBER T e BRoD
1947 9.2% 17.9% 5.3%
1948 10.196 16.4%% 7.3%
1949 10.6% 19.3% 6.4%
1950 11.19 20.69% 6.5%
1951 11.6% 18.0% 8.59% 12.3% 19.1% 9.0% 10.19%
1952 12.4% 18.6% 9.29% 13.2% 19.8% 9.7% 10.19%
1953 12.9% 18.8% 9.6% 13.8% 20.1% 10.2% 9.9%
1954 14.5% 19.4% 10.9%6 15.6% 21.0% 11.7% 9.4%
1955 15.49% 19.4% 11.496 16.79% 21.096 12.3% 8.7%
1956 16.3% 20.19% 12.09% 17.6% 21.8% 12.9% 8.9%
1957 17.4% 21.3% 12.8% 18.7% 23.0% 13.6% 9.4%
1958 19.6% 23.7% 14.4% 21.2% 25.7% 15.5% 10.296
1959 20.7% 24.7% 15.3% 22.49% 26.99%6 16.4% 10.59%
1960 21.9% 26.2%2% 16.1%6 23.6% 28.2% 17.1% 11.19
1961 23.4% 27.8% 17.1% 25.2% 30.0% 18.2% 11.8%
1962 24.49% 28.9% 18.0% 26.1% 31.0% 19.1% 11.99%6
1963 26.4% 30.9% 19.79% 28.3% 33.2% 21.0% 12.2%
1964 28.3% 32.7% 21.3% 30.2% 35.09% 22.7% 12.49%
1965 28.6% 33.2% 21.5% 30.5% 35.49% 22.7% 12.7%
1966 30.8% 35.3%6 23.49% 32.9% 37.7% 24.8% 12.9%
1967 32.8% 37.4% 24.99 34.99% 39.99% 26.3% 13.6%
1968 34.7% 39.8% 25.8% 36.8% 42.3% 27.3% 15.09%%
1969 36.4% 41.4% 27.6% 38.7% 43.9% 29.2% 14.7%
1970 37.5% 42.59% 28.5% 39.8% 45.1% 30.1% 14.9%
1971 39.7% 44.5% 30.3% 42.19% 47.2% 32.1% 15.2%
1972 42.19%6 47.096 32.3% 44.7% 49.89% 34.3% 15.696
1973 44.2% 48.7% 34.8% 46.8% 51.5% 36.8% 14.6%
1974 45.49%6 49.9% 35.996 48.0% 52.7% 37.9% 14.89%
1975 46.7% 51.1% 37.4% 49.5% 54.1% 39.5% 14.5%
1976 48.3% 52.9% 38.6% 51.5% 55.8% 40.8% 15.09%
1977 50.6% 55.096 41.29% 53.5% 58.09% 43.6% 14.4%
1978 52.7% 57.0% 43.3% 55.6% 60.1% 45.7% 14.4%
1979 55.6% 59.9% 46.0% 58.6% 63.1% 48.5% 14.5%
1980 57.0% 61.4% 47.2% 60.0% 64.5% 49.7% 14.8%
1981 59.8% 64.1% 50.19% 62.89% 67.2% 52.7% 14.5%
1982 62.6% 66.8% 53.0% 65.7% 69.9% 55.9% 14.19%%
1983 63.1% 67.2% 53.8% 66.3% 70.4% 56.6% 13.8%
1984 65.09%6 69.1% 55.6% 68.29% 72.3% 58.4% 13.9%
1985 67.3% 71.2% 57.996 70.49 74.4% 60.8% 13.6%
1986 68.7% 72.6% 59.49% 71.89%6 75.7% 62.3% 13.4%
1987 70.7% 74.4% 61.8% 73.7% 77.3% 64.6% 12.7%
1988 71.9% 75.6% 62.99%6 74.8% 78.5% 65.7% 12.7%
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O T, HEEKEP AR & L - L AEH TR, Zbn s — v 3, B e
U72hs, ZOBRMHLY & 5B, WINOFRTHIREERLD & & SITHERAET
DEBHE LM ->TWVW5B, (F5 KIIBR)

x5 W RAEHE - KRTORTHAOE/L
HERXASET D &A1) HERXPAISET D EIA(2)
Bk HER RR Kk MR R KK
1947 17.9%
1948 16.4%
1949 19.3%
1950 20.6% 24.5% 18.4%
1951 18.0% 24.8% 19.1% 19.1% 26.2% 20.2%
1952 18.6% 25.3% 20.9% 19.8% 26.9% 22.3%
1953 18.8% 25.5% 22.8% 20.1% 27.1% 24.6%
1954 19.4% 28.0% 24.4% 21.0% 30.3% 26.8%

1955 19.4% 21.0%
1956 20.1% 21.8%

1957 21.3% 33.0% 27.6% 23.0% 35.5% 30.4%
1958 23.7% 35.6% 31.3% 25.7% 38.6% 34.4%
1959 24.7% 37.4% 33.3% 26.9% 40.6% 36.6%
1960 26.2% 40.0% 33.8% 28.2% 43.2% 37.0%
1961 27.8% 41.8% 37.5% 30.0% 45.2% 40.8%
1962 28.9% 42.0% 38.0% 31.0% 45.2% 41.4%
1963 30.9% 44.8% 40.1% 33.2% 48.2% 43.8%
1964 32.7% 46.0% 42.5% 35.0% 49.2% 45.8%
1965 33.2% 46.3% 43.4% 35.4% 49.4% 46.8%
1966 35.3% 47.8% 45.0% 37.7% 51.2% 48.5%
1967 37.4% 50.4% 47.3% 39.9% 53.7% 50.6%
1968 39.8% 52.8% 49.9% 42.3% 55.9% 53.0%
1969 41.4% 54.0% 51.3% 43.9% 57.1% 54.5%
1970 42.5% 55.3% 51.5% 45.1% 58.6% 54.7%
1971 44.5% 57.0% 54.3% 47.2% 60.3% 57.1%
1972 47.0% 58.7% 55.5% 49.8% 61.8% 58.8%
1973 48.7% 59.5% 56.6% 51.5% 62.3% 59.4%
1974 49.9% 60.3% 57.6% 52.7% 63.1% 60.2%
1975 51.1% 60.6% 58.1% 54.1% 63.7% 61.1%
1976 52.9% 63.4% 60.8% 55.8% 66.3% 63.5%
1977 55.0% 64.7% 62.2% ©58.0% 67.6% 65.1%
1978 57.0% 66.6% 63.8% 60.1% 69.4% 66.8%
1979 59.9% 70.1% 66.6% 63.1% 73.0% 69.7%
1980 61.4% 71.0% 68.9% 64.5% 73.7% 71.8%
1981 64.1% 73.0% 7L.1% 67.2% 175.8% 73.9%
1982 66.8% 75.5% 73.6% 69.9% 78.2% 76.6%
1983 67.2% 76.0% 73.7% 70.4% 78.7% 76.6%
1984 69.1% 77.9% 75.5% 72.3% 80.6% 78.7%
1985 71.2% 79.7% 78.0% 74.4% 82.3% 81.2%
1986 72.6% 81.1% 78.5% 75.7% 83.7% 81.8%
1987 74.4% 83.0% 79.4% 77.3% 85.2% 82.7%
1988 75.6% 84.1% 80.4% 78.5% 86.2% 83.5%

89



le0.0%
900%1
80.0%

B& 70.0%
%

g‘% 60.0%
at) 50.0%
|
A 40.0%
(2} 30.9%

20.0%94

»
10.0% +
% +—+
0'0/17956 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986
Y
o =Lk

12 ZECHFORL 5

TLHDE, HIEBIICAH B L, W OENG, MENECOEEIHERIEUCE(LRTHE
WENCHEINT 5, EVIFEICELD ¥y — V2 RLTV S, BEMICASE, &, Lob
FHEFPARR &V - 72 KB O A DEN L0 &2 ORMBEL, WFNOERTOEIENERE
L AR DEIGHE Y, 0D T LK 5,

éém,ﬁ%@%t%%@%kKOMT(iﬁ,Em%ﬁﬁ%fﬁ%ﬂm&h%ﬁtﬁccé
WBERNOFCIEFROEICDVWTH VWAL, TRbEL, B{bD/ vy —vREUT, HENE
TOEAIFIZE U LR TEGHNCEML TWA 4, Z0Z(bostEE 2R kit & b B
DHMEL, WFhOFERT bl L 0 BHOHSHERANETCOEGHREV, LiL, T
LEMDEE NS &, BiELoEI/NESL, FL0EETH S L, HEAETCOEEE
BUHOHABEEL D WTFRLOERTEI~WNWBEZ WK TTH S, Lrd, TOBERDENR,
19555 06.5%H> 510% 551 & T—EXIAD - 7ok (1964~19TTHE DR, BLERZINBTH
3), D%, ZDERIDTLTOEINE LTV B,

BRI ERBIOTCBROL(LAEATAL S, FRHIOTELBFOMKT IR, ADBRERE T
1319654F (BRFI40EE) 1o THITa N 08, ZhLUR19784E (HHFNG3E) T Tk Z 0Eqtid
fTbond, 19794 (BEFI544E) IC 7o Ut Eh, ZLIBIEBEETSNI LI -T
W3 (RTBH),

772U, R (R o0 Tid, 1954 & D BB OMETH5d 5 (KI3BR), £ 12,
FERBI DTG AT DT 19565 (IRFN30ME) X b [TADEMER:T) BB hTHD, £
i3, HABONERHBICEEORRE LT T2 oMOREEHOKR, & TEMROLEHD
TOER Bd5 (M4, N8ER),

5D 575, Wil - FREHORUHHOERIE LT, UTDLHM vy —v il
FETBIEMTEL, THKbE, FIDE—TEOELET, 5 VRE(LREBASEEIOHE
BRNECOZEBIEML T W, HEMEEML 5 LEMRNL £ U ici@d L, BHIC
BEAEELDTEBY, —EDEIZBEDL, EWVWINI—VTHb, DY — VEE

90



x6 HHDOFETHEFROREL
TEXPFET O EIA(L) HEER AL DEE(2)
R R BM i B B il AkE
1956 16.3% 18.5% 13.9% 17.6% 20.2% 14.7% 5.5%
1957 17.4% 19.7% 14.8% 18.7% 21.5% 15.6%
1958 19.6% 22.0% 16.8% 21.2% 24.2% 17.9%
1959 20.7% 23.3% 17.7% 22.4% 25.6% 18.9%
1960 21.9% 24.9% 18.5% 23.6% 27.2% 19.6%
1961 23.4% 26.3% 20.0% 25.2% 28.8% 21.1%
1962 24.4% 27.5% 20.9% 26.1% 29.8% 22.0%
1963 26.4% 29.7% 22.6% 28.3% 32.4% 23.8%
1964 28.3% 31.8% 24.2% 30.2% 34.5% 25.4%
1965 28.6% 32.1% 24.5% 30.5% 34.7% 25.7%
1966 30.8% 34.4% 26.5% 32.9% 37.3% 27.8%
1967 32.8% 36.3% 28.6% 34.9% 39.2% 30.0%
1968 34.7% 38.2% 30.5% 36.8% 41.1% 31.9%
1969 36.4% 39.8% 32.3% 38.7% 42.8% 33.8%
1970  37.5% 41.0% 33.3% ~39.8% 44.0% 34.8%
1971 39.7% 43.1% 35.5% 42.1% 46.3% 37.2%
1972 42.1% 45.5% 38.0% 44.7% 49.0% 39.7%
1973 44.2% 47.6% 40.2% 46.8% 51.0% 41.9%
1974 45.49% 48.9% 41.2% 48.0% 52.4% 43.0%
1975 46.7% 50.2% 42.7% 49.5% 53.8% 44.6%
1976 48.3% 51.8% 44.2% 51.1% 55.4% 46.1%
1977 50.6% 54.0% 46.6% 53.5% 57.8% 48.6%
1978 52.7% 55.9% 49.0% 55.6% 59.7% 51.0%
1979 55.6% 58.7% 52.0% 58.6% 62.5% 54.0%
1980 57.0% 60.0% 53.5% 60.0% 63.8% 55.5%
1981 59.8% 62.6% 56.5% 62.8% 66.6% 58.6%
1982 62.6% 65.2% 59.6% 65.7% 69.2% 61.7%
1983 63.1% 65.5% 60.3% 66.3% 69.7% 62.4%
1984 65.0% 67.3% 62.2% 68.2% 71.5% 64.3%
1985 67.3% 69.4% 64.7% 70.4% 73.5% 66.9%
1986 68.7% 70.9% 66.0% 71.8% 74.9% 68.2%
1987 70.7% 72.9% 68.0% 73.7% 76.8% 70.1% 6.7%
1988 71.9% 74.1% 69.3% 74.8% 77.9% 71.4% 6.5%
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o] 1965 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988
0-19 3.1% -0.4% 0.2% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% -0.9% 0.1% 0.6%
20~-34 5.5% -5.7% -6.1% -6.6% -6.9% -6.1% -6.4% -5.7% -5.2% -5.8% -4.7%
35-44 6.6% -5.4% -4.4% -5.3% -5.2% -7.9% -7.0% -7.3% -7.5% -7.0% -6.9%
45~-59 7.3% -0.4% -0.6% -0.7% -1.1% -2.4% -2.1% -2.5% -2.3% -2.1% -2.2%
60~69 5.3% 0.7% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% -0.1% -0.1% -0.1% -0.1% 0.4% 0.5%
70~-79 8.7% 3.5% 2.8% 2.8% 1.7% 1.9% 1.8% 1.4% 1.6% 1.3% 1.1%
80~ 1.8% 6.4% 6.4% 6.3% 6.7% 6.4% 6.8% 6.1% 6.5% 6.6% 6.5%
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19884F
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G % % 5 X HE
20-34  69.5%  85.4%  89.6%  97.8%  —8.2%
35-44  76.6%  89.8%  87.0%  93.5%  —6.5%
4559  85.7%  90.5%  89.1%  92.0%  —2.8%
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