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Summary
ORIGINAL DESIRE FOR DESIGN—BEYOND THE DESIGN FOR HAPPINESS
Masahiro Hamashita

There are many discourses on contemporary design, which we generally find boring and which
will prove to be at last in vain because they lack the desires of their own to be creative and
design-rich/design-ful. Most of them tend to consider design for happiness. Of course we can
recognize the fact we are living in the pan-designed world, from the designs by politicians,
economists, mass—-media to commercial designs. In such a world, what counts is design in addition
to money. In one sense designs have brought about the democracy of beauty and decoration. And
designs for protecting human life are highly appreciated. On the other hand, however, designs
sometimes play the role of ideology in order to control spontaneous desires of people. So it must
be time to inquire again into the meaning of design.

The design for happiness confines the quality of life in terms of pleasure and comfort. We can
regard design-consuming society as divertissement-oriented. How can we restore the original
liveliness of design?

A) Estimation of local and vernacular design: we can enumerate some design-rich/design—ful
projects in Osaka. For example, the Yoshimoto Kogyo Building amidst so-called fashion-
buildings in the Minami quarter, the traffic signals indicating how many seconds we must wait at
a pedestrian crossing, moving walks and the invention of pre-paid cards, etc. —such things must
be products of the ethos of Osakans (people of Osaka). Local design naturally signifies the desires
of people who live there. B) Criminal design: we can see some possibility of creativity in design
against authority. For example, the case of the counterfeit notes which have violated the security
system in money changer machines and Akasegawa Genpei's design of a thousand-yen note, of
which he was accused and sentenced guilty —such designs resisting and revealing the frivolous
system of current authority imply the actions to explore a field in which design passes beyond
worldly happiness and goes on to creativity of original design.
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