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Summary
A Paradigm of the Traditional Festival in Modern Society
Hideo Komatsu

In present-day Japan a number of festivals are held every year, for example the Gion Matsuri
in Kyoto, the Kobe Festival in May, and the Tenjin Matsuri in Osaka. The matsuri or Shinto
festival is a cultural and social phenomenon (phénomeénes sociaux totaux) characteristic of local
communities in Japan. Most Shinto festivals in present-day Japan are based on the
Ritsuryosaishi system and prewar Kokka Shinto system. Giving careful consideration to that
point, this paper attempts to make clear a paradigm of the traditional festival in modern society.
That paradigm is formulated by reexamining the theories of ritual in sociology, anthropology,
folklore and the science of religion. The essential motif of the traditional festival is the renewal
of life-power among the sacred, community and human beings. This renewal occurs through a
set of symbolic actions which can be considered as made up of two contrasting but
complementary processes: ritual (Shinji) and festivity (Saiji). Ritual is ceremonial action carried
out according to prescribed forms in decorous fashion in an atmosphere of solemnity. Festivity
is defined as symbolic action carried out with spontaneity, confusion and great excitement.
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