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Summary

The Moral Value of Leggatt in “The Secret Sharer”: An Analytical Note on Conrad’s
Question of the Modern Self (1)

Kaoru MIZOGUCHI

The role of Leggatt as the protagonist’s double in “The Secret Sharer” has been variously
discussed by many critics, and not a few of them regard the fugitive as morally questionable,
ascribing his role only to the psychological reflection of the protagonist’s own “potential
criminality” or “guilt”. Such interpretation, either symbolical or not, however, does not serve well
to explain why the protagoninst-captain has no guilt feeling toward rescuing Leggatt from the
legal pursuit, or why the captain, who seems to be in quest of his “ideal conception of
personality”, feels such strong self-identifying sympathy with the self-reliant young man
throughout the story.

In this note, I will attempt to clarify the moral value Leggatt subtly embodies under the baffing
appearance, considering him a part of the twin sharing and pursuing the same moral quality. I
will concentrate on Leggatt’s own story, as giving much attention to the contrast between him
and the skipper and crew of the Sephora; for the contrast not only suggests a finer moral theme
of the story, but gives us access to a larger question—Conrad’s preoccupation with the problems
of the modern self.
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He[Jim] might have been resigned to die, butl suspect he wanted to
die without added terrors, quickly, in a sort of peaceful trance. A
certain readiness to perish is not so very rare, but it is seldom that
you meet men whose souls, steeled in the impenetrable armour of
resolution, are ready to fight a losing battle to the last; the desire of
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