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Summary
Education Based on the Principle of Desires
Takashi Furusho

School education has been confronted with many difficulties of pupils in recent years, such as
bullying, refusal to go to school and dropping out of senior high school. The Ministry of
Education seems to take a policy which promotes individualization, diversified curriculum and
softening the method of education. But this direction of reform means radical conversion from
the traditional style of education since the Meiji era which has laid stress on pouring
standardized knowledge into pupils compulsorily. It might accelerate the dissolving of the
authoritative relationship between a teacher and pupils and make education difficult in
consequernce.

The dissolution of the authoritative relationship leads to a new social structure in a classroom
or in a school, that is, pupils construct a collective, adhesive and horizontal relation among
themselves. Pupils’ consciousness of the new relation is backed up with the sense of modern daily
life. Our many desires are satisfied easily. Therefore it has become the behavioral principle of our
own time that each of us may pursue his own desire freely if he doesn’t make himself a nuisance
to others. Man has little interest in society. Becoming a man who contributes to the society
cannot be the guideline of educational conduct anymore. Education is forced to be founded on
this principle of desires. Our desire is essentially egocentric, though. Our central consideration is
how to get over the egoism of desire. We would like to search for the possibility and the
condition that allow pupils to learn because they enjoy learning. It is an existential subject, too.
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