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Summary
The Motif of Loss of Bearings and the Captain’s Awakening
—An Analytical Note on Conrad’s Modern Self (2)

‘ Kaoru Mizoguchi

The loss of bearings is one of the key motifsoin “The Secret Sharer”, and the actual incidents
and the related images as such suggest that all the characters in the story except Leggatt lack
the internal strength inexhaustible and seif-directional enough to save themselves out of the
predicament. Indeed such lack is a weakness typical of the modern self accustomed to the very
routined ways of thinking.

Conrad subtly suggests that there is such a weakness in the hero-Captain too, which he
overcomes only after moratorium, when he truly understands the “alive excellence” of Leggatt
toward the end of the story.
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is the only way for aseaman™ &\ 9, ‘

IOl THEECTEN BBEE, BICHE LOMBERLHBELE VS KT TIREY, &
W DR, AROEEMICH L TEHENEBNTS D S>EBICRLC B ED > TY L &V
5 OB, EETRROBHICHS NP ER R TEBREVERERS &V I LET
HoTENTZEEERLTVWAL LD 25X HEENHEODOHD L 51BDTH B, FREBK
P HERLHCRT EE—RNBFRICTS N, M S > THREECHY BVEB L
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WKHT > THOERAY, BREAEL LOAZOBICREOTHA —DCETTE0TH 5,
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I couldn’t see any stars low down because the coast was in the way, and I
couldn’t see the land, either. The water was like glass. One might have been
swimming in a confounded thousand-feet deep cistern wifh no place for
scrambling out anbywhere, but what I didn’t like was the notion of swimming
round and round like a crazed bullock before I gave out. (155)"?
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wBLRETRETVIILTS, ZOBEROREFKRNORESEREPEL, M HIREERAY S TR
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Leggatt DA E L ZBERMEBRIEELEL LN 5,
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L, —RICBOoRERB STV, CHPEEE S I EARTREE LI RFICEL 7oKy, M
B3R, BEREBEREEEE Leggatt » ORI 5 LKW 5,

* ”You must maroon me as soon as ever you can get amongst there islands off
the Cambodge shore,” he went on.

"Manroon you! We are not living in a boy’s adventure tale,” I protested His
scornful whispering took me up.

"We aren’t indeed! There's nothing of a boy’s tale in this. But there’s nothing
else for it. I want no more. You don’t suppose I am afraid of what can be done
to me? Prison or gallows'or whatever they may please. But you don’t see me-
coming back to explain such things to an old fellow in a wig and twelve
respectable tradesmen, do you? . ... As I came at night so I shall go.”

"Impossible!” I murmured. "You can't.”

"Can't ?— Not naked like a soul on the Day of Judgement. I shall freeze on
to this sleeping suit. The Last Day is not yet—and you have understood
thoroughly. Didn’t you?” I felt suddenly ashamed of myself. I may say truly
that I understood—and my hesitation in letting that man swim away from
my ship’s side had been a mere sham sentiment , a sort of cowardice. (180)
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