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Summary
Sociological Study on lkuta Festival (2)
—Regional characteristic of Sannomiya district and
method of practicing festival—
Hideo Komatsu

The service district on duty (housitouban) of Ikuta Festival of 1994 term is Sannomiya district
(1,2, and 3 chome in Sannomiya-cho and 5 and 6 chome in Kanou-cho). The biggest shopping
street in Kobe that is called the central street (Sentagai) is in the district and a lot of people come
and go everyday. The central street (Sentagai) changed into the shopping street which was lined
with modern buildings by the township remodeling business in the Showa 40s. Therefore, the
shop of the dwelling using was almost lost, the inhabitant decreased to about two hundred
people, and a lot of neighborhood associations (chonaikai or jichikai) replaced the promotion
union (sinkoukumiai) and the cooperative society (kyoudoukumiai).

Though the promotion union (sinkoukumiai) and the cooperative society (kyoudoukumiai) are
doing various activities, it is another organization which is called a festival committee office
(saireiiinkai). The director of the union is called by Ikuta Shrine and the festival committee offices
are chosen. In that case, the personal network formed through a usual activity of the promotion
union (sinkoukumiai) and the cooperative society (kyoudoukumiai) plays an important role.
Because peoples bonds in the shopping street are strengthened through the practice of the
festival, Ikuta Festival gives the influence of the plus to a personal network with the promotion
union. In this paper, | make clear how Sannomiya district managed lkuta Festival, through
analyzing the history, local community in Sannomiya district and the festival committee offices.
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