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Summary
“Djn/$pt ‘mjm” in Ps. 96 : 10/13 and a Contextual Reading of Pss. 80-100
Ken li

Most of the biblical translations render both “djn ‘mjm” in Ps.96:10 and “$pt ‘mjm” in Ps. 96:13
into identical expressions, such as “he (Jhwh) judges the peoples.” This has been a dominant
tendency since LXX translated them into the same word, “sowel.” 1 consider a difference in
meaning between these two verbs in the context of Ps. 96.

1 have investigated several examples of the two verbs used in different texts and found that they
share meanings and usages in most parts. For instance both of them mean “to punish” when their
object is an antagonist of Jhwh, and “to save” when it is a worshiper of him. In eschatological
contexts, such as Is. 2:4 and 51:5, however, only “$pt” means “to save” even though the object is an
antagonist of Jhwh. According to this supposition, Ps. 96:10 and 13 may be translated as “Thwh will
punish the peoples (v. 10.) «++-+ He will save the peoples (v. 13,)" because vv. 11-13 are described with
eschatological vocabularies.

Then I have examined why the redactors employ these two different words in Ps. 96. I try a
contextual reading of Pss. 90-100 in view of the antagonist description. The psalmist presents
human frailty in Ps. 90. In Pss. 91-92 he mentions the punishment of his antagonists, as if his frailty
derived from them. He cries out to Jhwh-King in Ps. 93, and supplicates him to revenge on his
antagonists in Ps. 94. In Ps. 95, he cites the word of Jhwh in the following sentence, “they
(antagonists) shall not enter (heb. bw’) my rest” (v. 11,) which implies punishment to them. Then Ps.
96 represents the message in a dialectic way : Jowh will punish/save the heathens. The latter refutes
the former. Ps. 97 states punishment to the heathens. It seems to be a paraphrase of the first half of
Ps. 96. After that, however, such an expresion occurs no more. Pss. 98 and ‘99 sound like the echo of
the second half of Ps. 96.

In Ps. 100 the redactors emphasize that all people are “sheep of Jhwh'’s pasture”, and call to the
readers to enter (heb. bw’) Jhwh's gate (v. 4.) Structurally Pss. 95:11 and 100:4 form an inclusio. I
have concluded that “djn/$pt ‘mjm” in Ps. 96:10/13 sets a turning point in the context of Pss. 90—
100, which deals with the controversy over whether heathens are in the people of Jhwh or not.
Probably this controversy was discussed among Jewish people in hellenistic era, in which the Psalter
was edited.
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