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Summary

Education and Religion :
Learning from the Philosophy and Practice at Hokkaido Family School

Takashi Matsuda

Religion requires education in its broad sense;and education, in its ultimate phase, cannot do
without religion. The relation between education and religion, however, contains difficult prob-
lems.

The majority of modern educational philosophies agree that human nature is good, and that
education is a means to achieve its goal of goodness. In contrast, many religions, especially
orthodox Christianity, believe that human nature is not so good and that it needs salvation by God.
Religions sects tend to be exclusive and compulsory, while educational institutions presuppose the
spontaneity of children and aim at the cultivation of liberal judgment.

In consideration of the question at issue, Hokkaido Family School presents a unique and interest-
ing case. The school is a juvenile reformatory. The pupils there are forced to attend, and the
education is based on Christianity.

The school is located in a grand natural environment where pupils can fully experience the
severity as well as the abundance of nature. As the school title indicates, the institution offers its
pupils a home-like atmosphere at its dormitory. The pupils can live with and learn from many
people.

Tomeoka Kosuke (the founder and the first principal) and Tani Masatsune (the current principal)
both believe that service and prayer perform a vital function in the education at Hokkaido Family
School.

The two principals assert that the essence of faith lies in piety and reverence. These key
concepts, in turn, offer a common ground between education and religion, which is amply shown in
the philosophy and practice at Hokkaido Family School.
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