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Summary
THE SENSE OF BEING
Hiroshi Shigeru

The way to find the sense of being is related to the contemporary way of thought, i. e,
philosophical, theological or artistic thought. At present we face the problem how to mediate the
nineteenth century thought, Romanticism and the twentieth century thought, Existentialism.

A fine definition of Romanticism is, “In every finite the infinite is present, and the finite is in the
infinite as a potentiality.” Existentialism is the movement against Romanticism, the universal
synthesis.

We must try to mediate these two possible ways of looking at man, i. e.,, the essential goodness of
man and man’s fall into the conditions of existential estrangement. We must see both sides, man’s
essential nature, expressed in the paradise story, and man’s existential condition, under sin, guilt,
and death.

I'd like to insist how important to accept the whole human being with both essential nature and
existential nature. It means the acceptance in-spite-of-unaccepted. We can get the thoughtful
idea from Pascal, saying, “it is great for human being to know the misery of human being.” This
is the meaning of the Beatitudes and, also, of the human being.
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