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Summary
Thomas Jefferson on Republic
Tadashige Shimizu

Thomas Jefferson’s political theory was institutionalized into the American political system in
Jacksonian era and became the basis of American democracy. In his theory, it is thought that the
statesman should behavior faithfully according to the majority interests of the society and that
he should obey the constituency’s instructions rather than his own political belief or conscience.
The obedience to majority rule is a supreme order and the minority is regarded as a kind of
heretical group. From this viewpoint we can not expect such a theory that can defend the
minority and prevent the tyranny of the majority.
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