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Summary
Lilies and Roses in English Literature
Seiki Kinjo

This essajl investigates how lilies and roses are treated in some of the works of important
authors of English literature. Lilies are specifically considered in Chaucer (Knight's Tale), Spenser
(“Epithalamion”), Shakespeare (Troilus and Cressida), Blake (“The Lily”), Shelley (Adonais), and
down to D. H. Lawrence (Sons and Lovers). The treatment of roses is discussed in Spenser (The
Shepheardes Calender, The Faerie Queene), Shakespeare (various plays and a sonnet), Herrick (“To
the Virgins, to Make Much of Time"), Herbert (“Virtue”), Blake (“Sick Rose”), and Yeats (“To the
Rose upon the Rood of Time,” “The Secret Rose”). This present exercise is a part of a project
which will consider more than a dozen well-known flowers in works of British authors from

Chaucer to T. S. Eliot. No attempt was made to be exhaustive, but efforts are directed toward
representing works of historical and/or literary importance.
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