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Summary

From ‘Readers Who Do Not Read’ to ‘Readers Who Are Unable to Read’ in "Domestic Novels” :
The Process of Becoming Art and Being Gendered in Literature

IIDA Yuko

I have looked into “domestic novels,” which are today characterized both by female readers and
popularity, and have clarified the process in which these novels came to receive such estimation.
What has turned out is the fact that the formation of artistic importance of “literature” was
associated with the exclusion of women from it. First, “domestic novels” were proclaimed and
appraised as a boundary category that would solve the difficult problem “literature” had in the
third decade in the Meiji era : the detachment between ‘ideal’ and ‘reality.” Then they came to be
undervalued in the course that the counterposition of ‘art’ and ‘popularity’ came into existence.
The alleged class of readers of “domestic novels” changed as their position shifted : from “readers
who would not read” immoral literature, gentlemen, women, and children, to “readers who were
unable to read” artistic literature, that meant exclusively women. Thus “domestic novels” became
gendered and contributed to the abstract exclusion of “female readers,” for in reality female
readers has always existed. And then, at the time of the Naturalism in the forth decade in the
Meiji era, “domestic novels” were popularized completely, and the exclusion of women became
unquestionable.
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