TR E BESAORE (2)

e/ AENC X 2 BB RED S OFEF DX

OB 0O



Summary

The Relationship between Behavioral Characteristics and Nurture Background (2)
— Differences of Influence by Shared Environment on the Extravert and the Introvert Children—

Kazuhiro Yorifuji

A wealth of research in human behavioral genetics over the years has demonstrated that social
extraversion is by half determined genetically and stable enough during developmental ages.
Differences of shared environmental (i. e. familial) influence on extravert and introvert children are
the focus of the present study.

Until 1992, a psychiatrist or a psychologist interviewed and assessed 156 adolescent participants,
104 boys and 52 girls aged 12 to 15 years, individually at the child guidance centers of Osaka
prefecture. Ratings concerning familial background and child’s behavioral traits were made using
three to five-point scales. The 13 items of behavioral characteristics were factor analyzed, yielding
three common factors as follows ; extraversion, social maturity, and imaginativeness. According the
factor scores, the subjects were divided to two groups, namely, extravert/introvert, socially mature/
immature, or imaginative/non-imaginative.

The univariate ANOV As and multiple comparisons indicated that, in some aspects, the introvert
and imaginative children were more sensitively influenced from familial background. Path analyses
showed quantitative and qualitative differences of the influence by nurture variables between the
extravert and the introvert subjects. For instance, the extravert seemed to be less influenced from
early nurturing conditions than the introvert.

These findings show the variance in conditionability or susceptibility, and suggest the need for
consideration of the children’s trait in future studies of the nature-nurture problem.
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