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Summary
A Study on Mori Ohgai’s Aesthetics (1) —— A Preliminary Note
Masahiro Hamashita

Ohgai’s massive and admirable accomplishments include the translation of contemporary works
of German aesthetics and the critical works based on the theory he absorbed from them, both of
which must have contributed to the historical development of Japanese aesthetics after the Meiji
Restoration. The aim of this series of research is to trace those aesthetic studies by Mori Ohgai
(Mori Rintaro), and to assess his role in establishing aesthetics as an academic descipline in Japan.
The content of this research will be (1) introduction and bibliographical notes, (2) close
examination of his translation of some of German aesthetics, (3) interpretation of Ohgai’s critical
and aesthetic works. This paper treats (1) introduction and bibliographical notes as a preliminary
research. What is remarkable about Ohgai’s aesthetic studies are as follows: 1) his terminology or
coinage of aesthetic terms, 2) his way of translation by summing up original texts, 3) his high—
spirited activity in the field of criticism against his contemporary reviews and art works, 4) his
lectureship on aesthetics at Keio Gijuku and Tokyo Art School, and 5) his high estimation of
Harada Naojiro with whom he was acquainted while he stayed in Munich. I would like to
continue this research with those points in mind.
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