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Summary
On the Redactional Process of Pss.35—41
II KEN

I have criticized the hypothesis of the redactionalk process of Pss.3—14, set up by Frank —Loathar Hossfeld and
Erich Zenger (AKC 44/1, 1997). In this paper, I also have examined their hypothesis of the redactional process
of another Psalmsgroup, Pss.35—41. They presented it in their thesis “Selig, wer auf die Armen achtet' (Ps.41:
2)Beobachtungen zur Gottesvolk —Theologie des ersten Davidpsalters", JBTh 7 (1992).

I have pointed out that they show too much of an interest in the surface structure of the text, such as words and
expressions occurring repeatedly in the Psalmsgroup, but very little in the underlying structure or the cohesion of
the text. For instance, the synonymous words jhl and qwh, used as chain motifs in Pss.37 —39, should receive
more attention from the synchronical aspect. In my view, these function as key—words in the context of the
Psalmsgroup.

I take notice of dal, a general term of the weak, in Ps.41: 2, in the final psalm of the first Davidpsalter (Dp).
This is the only example in the first Dp. It occurs only one time in the second Dp, too, in Ps.72: 13, namely in
the final psalm of the second Dp. I have regarded it as an intentional usage by the redactors of Dp. Though Hoss-
feld and Zenger have supposed the redactors as the poor (my, ‘nw), I have suggested them as the lower Levite
priesters, who had to work in hard circumstances, and so could sympathize with the weak in the community, such
as the heathens, sinners, and also poor people. That is why the redactors used dal, in the broad sense, not ny or
‘nw, in the end of the Dps. In the first Dp, the priester redactors had aimed to emphasize the righteousness of
JHWH, who "makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unright-

eous."
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