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Summary
The “mitate” method in city planning
Shinnosuke Taniuchi

This is a case study related to the “mitate” method, which is considered to be a typical Japanese
way of viewing things. The purpose of the study is to observe the overall process of how an antipol-
lution measure has been drafted and implemented, which was an actual case in Kobe—city—plan-
ning.

The “mitate” method is a technique of viewing things that has been producing tradional creativity
in Japan. The “mitate” method, in short, is “Comparing A to B”, or “regarding A as B”, and is
equivalent to so—called “metaphor” in linguistics. It is a method of metaphor or analogy that leads
to solution by producing models.

The air pollution that had become a serious issue in 1970 was something unknown in this country
at the point, and they thus had no clue at all to solve it. But it was the method “mitate” that gave a
hint to solve this problem. It had become an urgent task to solve air pollution, but in the process of
seeking for the solution, the scietists, as a matter of course, could not make any remarks or deci-
sions that were not based on a sufficient proof. There was scarcely any scientific evidence that could
lead to any decision of the policy.

The antipollution measure, however, proved a great success even though the measure was not
fully based on the scientific data. Behind the success was the idea of the model called “Kobe box”,
which was created by comparing the city space to a room.

The antipollution measure was thus embodied according to the associated model of “Kobe box” and
is now being implemented. So the decision of the policy in this case is not based on a scientific proof
but is based on the method of “mitate”. “Mitate” can be a device to change how we recognize a prob-

lem and to produce new idea that leads to solution.
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