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Summary
On the Redaction and Theme of the Qorah Psalms (Pss.42/43—49)
KEN II

In 1994, two theses, dealt with Qorah Psalms, were published. One was by Efnst Zenger, the
other was by Jirgen van Oorschot. In this paper, I have criticized their standpoints, and considered
a suitable way for understanding this psalms group (Pss.42/43—49). A

Zenger presented his hypothesis of the redactional process of Pss.42/43—49, 84—85 and 87—88 in
his thesis, “Zur redaktionsgeschichtlichen Bedeutung der Korachpsalmen”, in: K. Seybold, E. Zenger
(ed.), Neue Wege der Psalmenforschung, 1994. He constructed his hypothesis according to his scheme
on the redactional process of the Psalter. He considered the Qorah Psalms to reinforce the “Poor-
Thelogy” (Armen-Theologie). Zenger regarded the Pss.49 and 88 as the text, put into the Qorach
Psalms in the final redactional stage.

Oorschot expressed his opinion in his thesis, “Der ferne deus praesens des Tempels. Die Ko-
rachpsalmen und der Wandel israelitischer Tempeltheologie”, in : I. Kottsiepen, u.a. (Hrsg.), “Wer ist
wie du, HERR, unter den Gottern?” Studien zur Theologie und Religionsgeshichite, 1994. He re-
garded Pss.42/43—49 as a chiastic unit and supposed that the redactor of this psalms group had in-
tended to reform the Jersalemer Temple-Theology or Zion-Theology.

Though Zenger and Oorschot pointed out words and motifs that occurred repeatedly in the Qorah
Psalms in detail, they did not observe the cohesion among the psalms. I have insisted that the cohe-
sion of the psalms group should be investigated. As my working hypothesis, the psalms group of the
Qorah Psalms in Pss.42/43—49 presents a new perspective on the heathens, that they are also in
the hand of Jawh, and rebukes the arrogance of the upper classes in Israel. I suggest that these

themes are continued on to the second Davidpsalter (Pss.51—72).
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