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Summary
Significance of “Kanto” part in Wakan Rouei Shu
Sayaka Kuranaka

Wakan Rouei Shu, compiled by Kinto Fujiwara, is an anthology of carefully-selected precious poetry in
the mid—Heian era. The anthology consists of parts representing four seasons and miscellaneous topics,
while each part is composed of 7ekiku, which has adoptd the most beautiful part of Chinese and Japanese-
Chinese poetry, and Waka, which is a thirty-one-syllable Japanese poem.

Each part of the fourseasons is composed of items indicating the progress of season and materials which
symbolize the season. The “Kanto” part was selected to portray materials representative of the end of
spring. This particular part is remarkable in a way that it does not contain any single Chinese poem.
Moreover, “Kanto” in Japanese literature has been mainly understood to represent Japanese yellow rose,
while in Chinese literature it represents butterbur.

This paper will first examine the amybiguity of the word “Kanto,” investigate the reason why the part is
titled “Kanto,” instead of “Japanese Yellow Rose,” and then discuss the interpretation of the Chinese phrases
included in the part and finally the influence of the title of the “Kanto,” derived from the first Chinese poem

of the part, for the posterity.
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