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Summary
Japanese gods and Christian God
Hiroshi Matsuda

Most Japanese people tell that they believe in no religion. But they do not really find their hidden reli-
giousness. Japanese religion must be understood as a folk religion. It is not a positive religion that has a
system or some dogmas but a logic of the acceptance that Japanese people adopt Shintoism, Buddhism
and Christianity etc. according to the necessity of their life. Most Japanese people believe in a folk reli-
gion as syncretism that consits of various feligionsA

Christian God is regarded as a universal and an absolute being. But there is no absolute god but many
gods in the relative dimension in Japanese religion. Therefore it was a serious error that foreign mission-
aries translated the English word “God” into the Japanese word “Kami” (=god).

However according to some scholars of Shintoism, there is a great difference between gods and human
beings. That is to say, Japanese gods are gods at the beginning in archaic Shintoism, and gods can be-
come human beings, but human beings can never become gods. We can find a sort of the similarity be-
tween Christianity and archaic Shintoism. But most Japanese people think that a man or a woman has be-
come a god (hotoke, that is a Buddha), when he or she has died. There is an affirmation of the reality
and the attachment to the self. This belief is different from original Buddhism. We must find here a radi-

cal problem in Japanese religion.
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