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Summary

On the Division of Soul as the Basis of Plato’s Thought on Passions

Masahito TAKAHASHI

In this essay 1 would like to point out the difficulty on the interpretation of a Platonic doctrine, the divi-
sion of soul.

In section 1, | pose a question whether philosophical study about passions is useful and [ reply that it is
so since passions of human beings are different from those of animals in that our passions are shaped with
language and philosophical investigations are performed with language. In section 2, I deal with passions
generally and try to make clear the relationship between passions and self. In section 3, | take up one of
the difficult problems among Platonic doctrines, i. e., the division of soul. On one hand, in his Republic IV
—IX Plato describes a human soul as consisting of three parts. On the other hand, he divides a soul into
two parts in the book X of Republic. How can we correspond these two theories of soul? While replying
to this problem [ indicate that it is important to understand the meaning of some words, such as “part”,

“function”, and “existence”.
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