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Summary
On the Education of Life Philosophy :
Learning from the Advocator, Mr. Shigemasa Wada

Takashi Matsuda

“The education of life philosophy (jinseika-kyoiku)” interlinks the questions “What is man?” and “What is
life?” with the question “How should we live?” and without forcing one definite goal for all of us, asks how
each one of us should live a better life. The education of life philosophy, therefore, should be open to all’
kinds of views of life, and remain neutral toward all of them. But, in order to provide an alternative to
“moral education” and ‘“religious education,” and to offer a better understanding of life, the education of
life philosophy necessarily holds its own view of life.

Mr. Wada proposes that we should view our life from the largest possible perspective based on the princi-
ple of “loss and gain” rather than of “right and wrong” or “good and evil.” The concept of “loss and gain”
gives us a more concrete and comprehensible criteria as it enables us to adapt it according to our personal
needs than that of “good and evil” which requires a universal standard. The traditional moral or religious
education maintains that we should do “good” for the sake of the good even though we might suffer a
“loss” from the action, and disregards the principle of “loss and gain.” This type of education presupposes
the concept that one and the other are separate and different entities. ~Mr. Wada, on the other hand,
thinks that “gain” should be “good” in view of the long-term, wide perspective based on the belief that one
and the other are essentially related. In this view, the concept of “loss and gain” is ultimately not incom-

patible with that of “good and evil.”
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