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Nakamura, Junichi

Reflections on the Learning of English in. Japan
Résumé

I Historical Survey of the Attitude in Learning English in Japan: When English was first studied
after the incident of the Phaeton in 1808, it was for the purpose of Vrepelling foreigners. But when business
transactions with foreign countries began, the purpose of learning English was to strengthen national
defense in a broader sense, to import Western civilization, as represented by England and America, and to
attain the means with which to negotiate with the English-speaking peoples

The ““ westernization” in the first half of the Meiji period was overwhelmingly ‘English-American-
ization.” The military alliance with England in 1902 led many people to feel that there was speciai value
in the knowledgé of English. But when Japanese foreign policies clashed with those of English-speaking
countries in the 1930’s and on, there appeared a tendency ,to look down upon the effort to gain the
knowledge of English. ) '

II Blind Adoration of England and America and the Learning of English: The most serious point
asserted in criticizing English education seems thaf the emphasis put on the teaching of English in the
education of the early Méiji period led to fhe blind adoration of England and America. But, in reality,

this kind of tendency happens when one culture faces another more advanced culture. Correct understand-
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ing of a culture or a nation comes through the knowledge of the language of the nation.

III Educational Value of the Teaching of English: Those who are against the teaching of English
say that English is unduly stressed in the curriculum, for the knowledge of foreign language is necessary
only for comparatively few specialists and for the rest translétions are enough. But it is not so.

FElementary English teaching has not been always successful, but it does not aim at quick tfaining in
conversation. Its objective is laying a foundation for the interpretation of the cultures of English-speaking
countries. And it was when the demand for this was strong that the teaching of English was stressed; it
was only a natural thing.

English makes a good foundation for the study of other European languages.

IV Reflection of English Teachers: Some defects that seem to be the result of English teaching in
Japan. are due to inadequate English teaching. The teachers of English influence students’ view of life and
world more tnan the teachers of natural science, for example.

Explanation why the English taught in high schools is said to be impractical. Consideration of the

effect of entrance examination in connection with this point. Criticism of English teaching in colleges.
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